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Philosophy 
By Mrs. M. P. A. Crozier 
HER lean hand thrust into the mists, their 
dark portiéres to part, 


Holds but a moldy crust to feed the hungry 
human heart. 


GRAND Rapips, Micu. 








How Much Do We Want to Help? 


Self-indulgence is cruelty to others. For it always 
means the robbing of another. The simple truth, 
even though it startles, is that ‘*My luxury spells 
another man’s need unsupplied.’’ Every cent that 
you have ever spent upon yourself that did not need 
to be thus spent could have gone to relieve the sore 
want of some one else. And ‘‘ every cefit’’ unneces- 
sarily and luxuriously spent in the lifetime of any 
average individual counts up into a pretty substantial 
sum. Yet we complain of not having as much to give 
away as we should like to ;. and we love to think and 
talk about how much we should do for others if only 
we had the means. Greater means are at hand, for 
most of us, than we have ever used. Not lack of 
means, but lack of sacrificial love for others, is the 
barrier to our more lavish helping of those in need. 
We shall give others what they need wher. we stop 
giving ourselves more than we need, 


Hx 
Known, Yet Loved 


We get the greatest comfort, strength, and sym- 
pathy from those friends who know us best, especially 
those who know our worst and weakest sides. When 
one who thus knows us is a true friend, what a help 
it is to go to him and ‘‘ unburden,’’ knowing that we 
need sail under no false colors, assume no righteous- 
ness that we do not have, conceal no weakness that 
we are painfully conscious of. It is a rich life that 
has one such human friend to turn to. But there is 
even a greater richness than this open to us : it is the 
friendship of God himself. And no human friend 
can take His place. There come times when we 
know that we must depend absolutely upon God's 
all-knowing friendship, or perish. What an infinite 
comfort it is then to bare our souls to him’; 
in prayer and call upon him, and confess everything 
to him ; to know that he knows us through and 
through, every. wrong deed, and word, and. -thought 
of our-life, all our vileness, all our unspoken and un- 


to kneel. 


speakable worthlessness, and our worse than worth- 
lessness : our poisonous nature, our base faithless- 
ness many times to him, our resistance, and repudiation 
of his love, our cruelty to others,—all the remem- 
bered and forgotten miserableness of the wreck that 
we have made of ourselves through life ; yet, knowing 
all this about us, that he loves us still, and with a love 
the depth and undefeatable intensity of which we 
cannot comprehend, for it passeth knowledge. It is 
in this consciousness of the love of God to us in Christ 
that we rejoice in his complete knowledge of us. No 
human friend knows us as he does ; no human friend 
loves us as he does. Will eternity be long enough to 
render unto our Heavenly Father our thanksgiving for 
his unspeakable love ? 
x 


Lions, Tigers, and Foxes 

We are most hurt by those sins in our lives that 
we fear least. We are least in danger from the sins 
that we fear most. In the life of the average man, 
for example, the greatest havoc is wrought, not by 
murder or drunkenness, but by impatience, and im- 
purity of look or thought. It is not lions and tigers, 
but ‘*harmless’’ little foxes, that spoil the vineyards. 
So it is that the so-called trifling, unimportant sins in 
our lives are the greatest and surest foe of our best 
spiritual life, the deadliest barrier to our receiving the 
fulness of the life that is Christ. For’ we do least 
against the sins that we fear least ; such sins there- 
fore-have an almost unchallenged right of way up 
and down our lives. Yet all sin, **little’’ or ‘‘great,’’ 
is equally deadly ; and we are safe only as we fear all 
sin with a deadly fear. The Devil's best: victories 
are won when he gets us to tolerate and partake of 
the little vials of sin-poison that he has marked 
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‘*harmless.’’ Let us learn to be most afraid of 
wrong-doing when we find ourselves least afraid of it. 


ax 
The Loss of Wasted Time 


To waste time is to lose something very much 
more valuable than time. Not only has precious 
time been thrown away which never can be recovered, 
but the doing of God's will has been lost as well. 
That is what makes waste of any sort so disastrous, It 
is not merely a question of what particular commodity 
has been lost,—whether time, or money, or energy, — 
but always there is back of this the fact that God's 
will in that matter was flung away, repudiated, lost. 
Other losses through waste can, in a measure, be made 
up ; this greatest loss can never be made up. If a 
man sleeps half an hour later than he ought to in the 
morning, or fritters away time by taking two hours to 
do a piece of work that he ought to have done in an 
hour and a half, he may measurably make up that 
lost time by taking an extra half-hour later from his 
recreation or his sleep, and so gain it again for his 
working hours. But the fact that in the wasted half- 
hour he lost God's will for him, he cannot make up. 
He and the world are poorer for the waste. He can 
be forgiven for the sin of the lost time ; but even 
God's forgiveness does not undo the fact that during 
the wasted half-hour God's will was not being done 
through that man, in blessing to the world, as it might 
have been done and as God wanted it done. Let us 
face in sorrow and penitence the devastation that our 
wasting of time has caused. And let us commit to 
our all-sufficient Christ the working for us a new de- 
liverance here, that henceforth we may redeem the 
time, thus buying up every precious opportunity of 
letting God do his will through us. 
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Cultivating a Distaste for Praise 


RAISE is a good thing to give and a poor thing 
to desire. There are men whose principle of 
action is never to refuse a favor if it is possible 

to grant it, and never to ask a favor under any cir- 
cumstances at all, The same rule holds good in the 
matter of praise. Often we can hearten a discouraged 
man by a word of praise or lead one who has done 
well to do vastly better by a warm and cordial word 
of appreciation. In dealing with people as they are 
and in such a world as ours, praise fills a large place. 
But it ought to be the ambition of every man to get 
beyond the point where praise is necessary for him, 
to become so clear and stedfast in his principles, so 
firm and efficient in his performance of duty, so sure 
in his own conscience, that to him praise is distasteful. 

To be desirous of praisc is a sign of weakness. 
Some men are consumed with this desire, or are com- 
pletely dependent upon expressed appreciation for 
moral sustenance in their work. They subscribe to 
news-clipping agencies to see what the papers say 
about them. Thcy fish for expressions of opinion 
about their performances. They like to overhear 
commendatory conversatio:: about their achievements 
or utterances. With some the weakness becomes 
positive vanity. With others it retains a more 
amiable form, making its possessor dependent upon 
praise for his own peace of mind and happiness in 
work. Unless he knows that other people are pleased 
with him and speak well of him, he is cast down and 
uncertain as to his efficiency and success, 

Now, our Lord would not have us press his word 
of warning on this subject to untrue exaggeration. 
‘« Woe unto you;""- said he, ‘‘ when: all men shall speak 
well of you."" But he himself rejoiced in Simon 
Peter's great confession, which was a noble speaking 
well. of Jesus. He gathered abouf° him a group of 
men whose life mission it was to be to speak well of 


him, and he recognized the supreme beauty of friend- 
ship-love, with its perfect regard: and confidence. 
Jesus would not approve the spirit of the martyrdom, 
seeker, who makes himself unpleasant to every one, 
and then rejoices in his unpopularity as a proof of 
his loyalty to the gospel. The men who were loyal 
to the gospel in Paul’s day were men whose praise 
was in all the churches. And Paul himself coveted 
the good-will and regard of all men. 

But Paul himself declared that it was a small matter 
to him, after all, what men thought of him. Each 
man was to stand or fall to his own Master. Paul, 
stoodtohis, ‘* With me,”’ said he, ‘‘ itis avery small 
thing that I should be judged of you, or of man's 
judgment.’’ And he expected others to live not as 
in the view of men, but as unto God. Servants were 
to do their work, not with a view to pleasing men, 
but with an eye single to God, and were to put the 
divine loyalty into all their serving. 

The Bible idea throughout is the idea of fidelity to 
the call of God, of simple conscientiousness in duty. 
Even when a man has done this, he is an unprofitable 


servant. And yet this is the least and most that he 
can do. Doing it is all the reward that any man ever 
needs, It is as Fielding says in ‘‘Tom Thumb the 
Great,’’ 


** When I’m not thank’d at all, I’m thank’d enough ; 
I’ve done my duty, and I’ve done no more.”’ 


Even in the best service the doer of it knows that 
there is imperfection enough, and shrinks from any 
laudation for that which he knows, even if there were 
no imperfection in it, is only what he ought to have 
done. 

In duty-doing, we do not deserve any of the credit 
for what is done. When we really succeed in doing 
any good piece of work, we may pride ourselves upon 
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our having done it; but we must remember that, if 
there was any real good in it, that was of God, and 
God deserves all the praise for it. Chinese Gordon 
held this conviction so thoroughly that men called 
him a fatalist, and he did not in the least shrink from 
the charge. 

‘*It is a delightful thing to be a fatalist,’’ he wrote, 
‘‘not as that word is generally employed, but to 
accept that, when things happen and not before, God 
has for some wise reason so ordained them : a// things, 
not only the great things, but all the circumstances of 
life—that is what to me is meant by the words, ‘Ye 
are dead.’ Again: ‘‘We have nothing further to 
do, when the scroll of events is unrolled, than to 
accept them as being for the best; but, defore it is 
unrolled, it is another matter, for you would not say 
‘I sat still and let things happen.’ With this belief 
all I can say is, that amidst troubles and worries no 
one can have peace till he thus stays upon his God— 
that gives a superhuman strength.’’ Perhaps we are 
unable to rise to Gordon's massive trust in God ; but 
the farther we are from it the more sure we may be 
that in us dwelleth no good, and that. we never de- 
served, and never shall deserve, any praise. 

And when we turn from the thought of what we do 
to the thought of what we are, how much less reason 
is there for any praise! We may be, or seem to be, 
better than someone else, but what a wretched basis 
for praise this is! And how much evil and worth- 
lessness there is in the very best of men! One need 
not speak in any spirit of cynicism or unappreciation 
to say this. The world is full of love ; but God 
deserves all the credit for that. It is full also of 
follies and vanities and weaknesses ; and these are 
the only things that man can claim as his own. 
Chinese Gordon was one of the best men in the world, 
but he was not deceived. 

‘If a man speaks well of me,’’ he wrote to his 
sister, ‘‘divide it by millions and then it will be 
millions of times too favorable. If a man speaks evil 
of me, multiply it by millions and it will be millions 
pf times too favorable. Man is disguised, as far as 

is neighbor is concerned ; this disguise is his out- 
ward goodness, Some have it in a slight measure torn 
off in this life, and are judged accordingly by those 
whose disguise of goodness is more intact ; the revela- 
tion of the evil by this partial tearing off is but the 
manifestation of what exists. Whether the disguise 
is torn or intact, the interior and true state (known to 
God quite clearly) is the same corrupt thing ; the eye 
of the Spirit discerns through the disguise. 

‘* Who could bear to have this disguise quite rent 
off, and the evil exposed to the eyes of the world? 
How would the world receive me, if they knew what 
I really was and what God knows that I am at this 
minute? Yet, how hardly I judge another whose 
disguise, slightly rent, shows a little of the corruption 
I know exists in me. Nothing evil was ever said of any 
man which was not true; his worst enemies could not 
say a thousandth part of the evil that isin him.’’ And 
long afterward he wrote to this sister : ‘‘In my spirit- 
ual nature, I despise the world, its praise or blame. 
I know of nothing to be admired in my body or its 
actions from my birth to this day. The world’s 
praises are satires on me ; its blame is just, though 
not from right motives.’’ , 

Every good man holds this view. No saint ever 
would have consented to his canonization. And many 
good men have left instructions that there should be 
no biography of them written because there would be 
sure to be praise in it that would give no true idea of 
the man. General S. C. Armstrong left behind the 
admonition: ‘I wish no effort at a biography of 
myself made. Good friends might get up a pretty 
good story, but it would not be the whole truth. The 
truth of a life usually lies deep down—we hardly 
know ourselves—God only does. I trust his mercy. 
The shorter one’s creed the better. ‘Simply to thy 
cross I cling’ is enough for me."’ 

And one of the most characteristic stories of William 
Carey tells us that ‘‘ Among those who visited him in 
his last illness was Alexander Duff, the Scotch mis- 
sionary. On one of the last occasions on which he 
saw him—if not the very last—he spent some time 
talking chiefly about Carey's missionary life, till at 
length the dying man whispered, ‘Pray.’ Duff 
knelt down and prayed, and then said good-by. As 
he passed from the room, he thought he heard a 
feeble voice pronouncing his name, and turning, he 
found that he was recalled. He stepped back, ac- 
cordingly, and this is what he heard, spoken with a 
gracious solemnity, ‘ Mr. Duff, you have been speak- 
ing about Dr. Carey, Dr. Carey ; when I am gone 
say nothing about Dr. Carey—speak about Dr. 
Carey's Saviour." Duff went away rebuked and 
awed, with a lesson in his heart that he never forgot."’ 
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To become subjects of praise is to run the risk of 
obscuring Christ, of usurping glory which belongs to 
him. For what good is there in us or our doings 
which is not from him and to his praise? And it is 
to run the risk also of obscuring the actual facts of 
life. For any attainment or achievement is made to 
appear praiseworthy only by comparing it, pot with 
the ideal above it, but with some failure below it. 
The best man is a poor affair in comparison with 
perfection. His finest qualities are only shimmers of 
shadows. ‘‘ His greatness only great does seem to 
little minds who do it so esteem.’’ 

Why not, then, rise above the desire for praise and 
cultivate instead a positive distaste for it? -We can 
do this by not reading what is written about us, if by 
any chance anything ever is written, by not courting 
any flattery or approbation, by remembering always 
that all for which the world praises us, if rightly seen, 
would only show the more vividly the chasm between 
what we are and what we do and the infinite power 
and perfect character of God. __Let us go quietly for- 
ward with our duty, living unto God and not unto 
men, knowing that from the Lord we are to receive 
the only judgment and the only reward that are of 
consequence. 

We serve the Lord Christ. 
lowly of heart. 

We are to be men and women who see and praise 
the best in others, who wish no praise for ourselves, 
who have no use for medals, and whose eyes are ever 
and only to the Lord we serve. 


He was meek and 

















To Be Well-Read in Bible Study 


There is a healthy and keen desire on the part of 
present-day Sunday-school workers to keep in constant 
touch with the best results of modern research and 
Bible study.» Early this year an editorial in these 
columns discussed ‘‘ ‘ Reading Up’ on the Old Testa- 
ment,’’ and suggested something of the large field of 
fascinating study, through books and magazines, that 
opens before one who is really interested. A Winni- 
peg reader wrote for more definite information, as 
follows : 


Please explain, if you will, how only an average student- 
teacher in a rural district can get hold of the stories about the 
finding of manuscripts, exploring of old sites, of human sacri- 
fices of Gezer, Ahab's business documents, Sennacherib’s 
records,.and the suggested hundreds of magazine articles, and 
what seems like miles of books, which you suggest as the ideal 
at which to aim for the teacher who looks forward some day to 
become a person well read in matters connected with the Bible. 

How can this be accomplished by a student-teacher, away 
from literary centers, in a district where the bookstores do not 
carry in stock one single book of many of the classes you men- 
tion, who has pronounced views as to the sanitary condition of 
the books in circulating and reference libraries, one who cannot 
afford to buy more than one book a month of only an onesoge 
price, even if he could by some miraculous means be sure the 
book is one he wants before he has seen it, because book pub- 
lishers and dealers do not send such books out ‘subject to 
inspection ”’ ? 

Is there a catalogue devoted to the lines suggested ? 


It was because of the lively interest shown by read- 


_ers in the editorial mentioned that ‘a second article, 


making detailed mention of many books by title, 
author, publisher, and price, was published .in The 
Sunday School Times of May 27, 1911. This Winni- 
peg inquirer and others equally desirous of taking up 
such study should find it practicable to select from 
the books described in that article as many as seem to 
meet the individual's needs and are within his means. 

Another aid to the study of archeological research 
as it throws light on the Bible is a pamphlet by. Pro- 
fessor Robert W. Rogers, the well-known Orientalist, 
on ‘* How Shall I Study Archeology ?’’. (3 cents, from 
The Sunday School Times Co.) 

One who would keep in touch with the latest books 
in these fields would do well to.write to the leading 
publishers of such books, and ask that his name and 
address be entered on their. mailing lists. to receive 
announcements of such books whenever they appear. 
Publishers are glad to do this, and such houses as the 
following might be included : 


Charles Scribner’s Sons, 153 Fifth Avenue, ‘New York. 

Fleming H. Revell Company, 158 Fifth Avenue, ‘New 
York. 

The Macmillan Company, 66 Fifth Avenue, New York. 

George H. Doran Company, 35 West 32d Street, New 
York, 

The Sunday School Times Company, 1031 Walnut Street, 
Philadelphia. 

Bibliotheca Sacra Company, Oberlin, Ohio. 
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The Westminster Press, 1319 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 

The Griffith and Rowland Press, 1701 Chestnut Street, 
Philadelphia. 

The Pilgrim Press, Boston and Chi 5 

Eaton and Mains, 150 Fifth Avenue, New York. 

Jennings and Graham, Cincinnati, Ohio, 


Some of the other denominational publishing houses 
should also be included. 

In addition to acquiring the book literature of the 
subject, one should if possible subscribe to as many 
of the leading Bible study periodicals as he can prop- 
erly afford, such as : 


Palestine Exploration Fund Quarterly (50 Forest Street, 
Hartford, Conn.; $2.50 a year). 
American Journal of Archzology, quarterly (Norwood, 
_ .Mass.; $5.00 a year). 
The Bibliotheca Sacra, quarterly (Oberlin, Ohio ; $3.00 
a year). 
Records of the Past, monthly (215 Third Street, S. E., 


Washington, D. C.; $2.00 a year). 


The Biblical World, monthly (University of Chicago 


Press ; $2.00 a year). 

The Expository Times, monthly (153 Fifth Avenue, New 
York ; $1.50 a year). 

The Homiletic Review, monthly (44 East 23d Street, 
New York ; $3.00 a year). 

The Expositor, monthly (35 West 32d Street, New York ; 
$3.00 a year). ‘ 


One's own personal, prayerful study of the Bible 
text itself, unaided by any helper save the Holy Spirit 
of God, will bring the richest results that any one can 
obtain in this vast field. But with that as the founda- 
tion and the permanently continued structure, these 
other helps may be used to add greatly to our equip- 
ment, and are worth sacrificing much to secure. 


Pad 
Tithing and the Pocket Testament League 


For large dividends from a small investment of 
energy, time, and money, the Pocket Testament 
League seems to be one of the soundest enterprises 
ever launched in the Kingdom on earth. A Pennsyl- 
vania reader asks as to charging up this work to the 
Lord’s account : 


Is it customary to give these Testaments away, or should we 
sell them to those who are able to buy them? In case they 
do not care to buy them, would it not be better to give them 
away, and would it be right to pay for the Testaments out of 
the Lord’s money or the tithe? I will be grateful for any help 
you may offer, as I interid going into the Coane for life, God 
being my helper. 

If one’s means permit, it is a pleasant token of 
friendship to give one of the attractive League pocket 
Testaments to every one whom one has enlisted as a 
member. The personal touch is a bond of fellowship, 
and is just a bit of added evidence of the disinteérest- 
edness of the one who seeks new members. Most 
assuredly it would seem to be proper to charge to our 
tithe, or the fund specially devoted to the Lord’s ac- 
count, whatever money we thus spend in circulating 
the Word of God. If oné is not able to afford to 
give away as many complete Testaments as he would 
like, an edition of the Gospel of John has been pre- 
pared for similar service.’ A leaflet-may be had free 
of charge from The Sunday School Times Co., giving 
hints on League work, with prices of Testaments and 
Gospels ; or a fuller pamphlet of desirable sugges- 
tions, at 10 cents. : 

The League consists of persons anywhere through- 
out the world who declare it to be their life purpose 
and habit to do two things : réad at least one chapter 
of the Bible daily, and carry a New Testament or 
Bible with them wherever they go. The doing of 
these two things is opening up a new world of power 
and joy and usefulness to many,—leading the unsaved 
to Christ, and enriching and deepening the life of 
Christians. 
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From a Veteran Pastor’s Prayers 


LMIGHTY GOD, our Father: Command upon us now 
the blessing that maketh rich and addeth no sorrow. 
Teach us thy majesty and thy nearness ; the unshakable 

righteousness on which the worlds are founded, and the 
Fatherly love that sways thy hand. Let thy touch be felt, 
and beget within our breasts a sense of holy intimacy and in- 
effable tenderness. With the sweep of thine almighty arm, 
banish. the distance’ which falsely bars our close approach and 
loving loyalty. Lord Jesus Christ, our Friend, our Elder 
Brother, our divine Redeemer, our Companion, show us this 
hour the way into the arms of the Father, where thou dost 
dwell. Spirit of God, blow the divine spark within us to a 
consuming flame. Generate in our breasts the Master's in- 
tense devotion to God, his passion for men, his melting kind- 
ness for the sinful and the sorrowing, and his holy rage for 
truth and righteousness. Burn out of our hearts all hate, all 


lust, every grudge, all prejudice ; and unite us forevermore to 
_man, nature, and God in 
a godly life. 


oliest union, unto lofty service and 
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LESSON FOR AUG. 20 (Jeremiah 37) 
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Music in the Elementary Grades 


N HARMONY with the object or aim of the Graded 
Lessons, the subject of music in the elementary 
grades should be regarded as a vital one. It isa 

question that has not received the study and thought 
that its importance demands, and the result is that 
the character of music in very many schools is un- 
worthy of the use to which it is put. Although it 
passes as religious music, when measured up by the 
standard of the Graded Lessons, it falls far short of its 
purpose, and cannot be esteemed as healthy or true 
in its influence upon the child. The. possibilities of 
music culture in the Sunday-school have been but 
dimly realized, yet it is true that much can be done 
to cultivate the poetical and musical taste of the boys 
and girls, and at the same time exalt the worship of 
God. The modern Sunday-school, with its different 
and separate departments, gives ample opportunity 
for the use not only of good music, but suitable music 
to the child, who is now regarded ‘as a developing 
creature with spiritual needs that are different in the 
various periods of life. We should select not merely 
sacred music, but music in which the simplicity and 
dignity of both words and music make it possible for 
even the Beginner to share in the worship. 

We are often told to teach only music that is 

‘¢ worth while."’ Worth while to whom—teacher or 
pupil? A Beginners teacher was heard faithfully 
teaching three- and four-year-old children— 
** Like a mighty army 
Moves the church of God ; 
Brothers we are treading 
Where the saints have trod.’’ 


This familiar hymn is worth while in the Junior 
grades, but hardly in the Beginners. 


** When I run about all day, 
When I kneel at night to pray, 
God sees, God sees ”’ 


is a very practical little song for Beginners, but 
it is hardly worth while in the Junior Department. 
So, first select good music, then suitable music. 
It is interesting to study the manner in which 
some teachers select their music, and the standard 
which determines their selection, One teacher was 
shown that beautiful little hymn, ‘‘God who made 
the earth, the air, the sky, the sea,’’ but looking at 
the date of the composition, and not at the words or 
music, said, ‘‘I would not think of teaching such an 
old song as that.’’ That teacher selects her music 
by the date of the copyright. A written request came 
last spring for a ‘‘cute’’ Easter song. The most en- | 
couraging thing about the letter was, ‘‘I have looked 
everywhere and can’t find one.’* That teacher is not 
trying to meet the spiritual needs of her pupils. An- 
other teacher confidently declares little children can 
sing only quick, ‘‘catchy’’ music. She says she 
always selects ‘‘*catchy’’ music. This teacher has 
no thought of strengthening the pupils spiritually ; 
she is only trying to ‘‘catch’’ them. A strong pro- 
test came recently against asking little children to 
sing ‘‘Amen’’ at the close of a prayer hymn, saying 
they were entirely too small to do that. If some one 
will kindly tell us at what time in the child’s life he 
will be considered /arge enough to sing ‘*Amen,”’ it 
will be a real help to those who are earnestly striving 
to cultivate the spiritual life of children. The selec- 
tion of music depends wholly upon the object of the 
work, If the object is to create the right conception 
of God's worship in the minds of children, it will not 
be necessary to look for ‘* cute’’ music, or something 
‘*«catchy,'’ but something suggestive of the thought 
desired—something that will help the child to express 
his love for God and his trust in him. Little chil- 
dren need suggestion and guidance not only in verbal 
expression, but in the Zving ou¢ the truth of the song. 

The educational principle, ‘‘an idea is not really 
possessed until it has been expressed,’’ should be 
recognized in music as well as in the lesson. The 
words of every song should be carefully considered. 
‘« Do they say something worth saying in a way worth 
hearing ?’’ Do they express the truth as we want 
the child to ¢ake tt in and Live it out? 

Hymns rich in harmony and of a militant nature 
are of the greatest value in the Junior grades, They 
have lived through successive generations, and should 
be memorized and kept:as permanent possessions. 





Forum of Tested Methods in Graded Work 





In the last few years splendid song-books have 
been provided for the elementary grades, making the 
child and his needs the basis of the contents, which 
include responses, sentences, processionals, hymns, 
nature songs, and songs for special days, all of which 
have their place in the Sunday-school. These, ar- 
ranged with suitable Scripture, furnish material for 
the service of worship and praise in the different de- 
partments.—Mrs. H. M. Leyda, Chicago, lil. 


. 
The Junior and His Study Book 


HE result of the pupil’s note-book work is not 
alone a question of ‘‘ getting the work done,’’ 
but of Aow it was done. The book is not an 

end in itself, for, with all its possibilities of expres- 
sion and impression, its chief value is in aiding the 
pupils to acquire the habit of daily, definite Bible 
reading. 

Since the work is to be done at home, the first prob- 
lem is that of securing home co-operation. At least 
three successful methods have been found : parents’ 
meetings (quarterly, at least); the note of explanation 
sent home at the beginning of the quarter; and the per- 
sonal call. The first is a very desirable method, and 
if the meeting is given dignity by announcement from 
the pulpit, and the presence of the pastor, it is likely 
to be taken seriously. After the first quarter with the 
lessons, an exhibit of the pupils’ work may be made 
an interesting feature and may be made an incentive 
to the boys and girls. If all other means fail to bring 
forth the co-operation of an indifferent mother, it is a 
very rare one indeed who can resist the personal call 
from the teacher, and a straightforward appeal ‘‘ that 
the two of them shall work together’’ to help the 
boys and girls to form this habit of daily reading 
God's Word. It sometimes is best to make the note- 
book work an incident, in this appeal, and to place 
the emphasis upon the daily reading. 

While it is the daily home work that is desirable, 
the teacher is sometimes justified in giving the pupils 
some outside assistance. There is nothing so dis- 
couraging to a Junior as apparent failure, and nothing 
that so surely brings a reaction of indifference or antag- 
onism. So, if some of the pupils are falling behind 
in their work, the teacher may meet them at the 
church or some home, after school, and help them 
to ‘‘catch up.’’ This little meeting should be strictly 
for work, and should never be allowed to become such 
a social success that it will tend to supplant in any 
way the regular daily work. It is a makeshift for 
the purpose of enabling the pupils to partake of the 
joys of success, and give them the desire for further 
achievement. 

If the teacher will keep a week in advance of the 
pupils in her note-book work, she will foresee any 
difficulties that they may encounter, and many times 
just a word or two may give life and meaning to the 
work for the entire week. 

For just plain, everyday plodding work, which is 
the best after all, no better method has been found 
than that of giving recognition for work done. A 
small gold star (one of the little gummed ones, cost- 
ing ten cents a box) may be placed at the top of each 
page upon which the work is completed. At the end 
of the quarter a gold seal may be placed on the out- 
side of the book and at the end of the year com- 
pleted note-book work may be indicated by the words 
‘*With Honors’’ written across one corner of the 
promotion certificate. 

Acredit system may give a certain number of points 
for note-book work und memory text. If the time in- 
volved in the examination of books becomes too 
great, a credit department may be established. Ina 
certain church, which has only a corner for its Juniors, 
a small space is screened. There a young man and 
an assistant sit at a table until the period of lesson 
study. They have a file of cards bearing the names of 
the pupils, and every Junior reports there before he 
goes to his class. He shows his book, repeats his 
text, and reports on various points. 

“The books should be referred to in class and the 
work used, that it may have a value in itself. 

Above everything else the teacher must ask for the 
work, ‘‘in faith, believing’’ that she will receive it. 
Oftentimes co-operation may be created by taking it 
for granted.— Hazel A. Lewis, Indianapolis, Ind. 


Graded Lessons and Troublesome Boys 


( 17 was a very lively class of boys. They 
kept their teacher busy—so busy, in fact, that 
she was very often discouraged, and began to 

think a change of teachers would be advisable. 

The boys ranged from thirteen to fifteen years of 
age, and had had the same teacher since their pro- 
motion from the then so-called ‘‘ infant department."* 
They were at that difficult age between boyhood and 
manhood when they were beginning to feel too old 
for Sunday-school, and apt to be misunderstood and 
mismanaged, They were apt to be noisy and irrev- 
erent, and on several occasions the superintendent 
was compelled to speak to them. 

When grading the school was discussed, the boys 
took a lively interest in having a department of their 
own ; and although they had no separate room, and 
had to have their devotional services with the senior 
department, yet they entered into the plans for the 
Intermediate Department with enthusiasm. 

A graded school naturally meant graded lessons. 
The first thing the school did was to elect an Inter- 
mediate superintendent. An earnest, conscientious 
Christian woman who had had experience with young 
people was selected to occupy this position. She 
studied the needs of the intermediate grade and the 
Graded Lessons thoroughly, and then had several meet- 
ings of her Intermediate teachers, explaining to them 
the purpose of graded lessons, the aim for the Inter- 
mediate Department, and the manner of conducting 
the class work. Special stress was laid on the hand- 
work as a means to gain the interest of the pupils. 

There was considerable doubt expressed by the 
teachers, and especially by the teacher-of Class 17, as 
to the advisability of having the hand-work, but they 
were all willing to try. 

In addition to the text-books and maps, each pupil 
was provided with a piece of heavy cardboard, about 
ten by thirteen inches, to be used as a lap-board to 
enable him to mark his ‘‘ event maps’’ and make the 
outline for the character sketches, Each class was 
also provided with colored crayons. The paper for 
the hand-work and suitable cover paper was provided 
by the school, so that none would be prevented from 
undertaking the work by the expense involved. 

The suggested pictures, however, were purchased 
by the pupils. Both superintendent and teachers 
were amazed at the interest shown by the pupils. 
Pupils of Class 17 especially were absorbed in the 
work, and now needed no watchful eye to keep them 
quiet ; order was no longer a problem in the Inter- 
mediate Department. 

The pupils asked to meet with the teachers during 
the week to complete their hand-work. Some classes 
met at the houses of the teachers, but most of them 
spent one week-day evening in the Sunday-school 
building with the teacher. Great care was taken to 
have their work-books neat and clean, and many 
original designs appeared on title pages and covers. 

The mother of one of the most troublesome boys of 
Class 17 says her son spends more time and care on 
the Sunday-school lesson than he does on his secular 
studies. 

The indifference and apparent irreverence of many 
of the pupils has changed to earnest endeavor. Spir- 
itual awakening is apparent, and there is the promise 
of many new church members for the coming year. 

The Bible lessons are studied for the first time in 
the history of these pupils, for these boys and girls 
did not have the Graded Lessons in the younger grades. 

One of the reasons for the success of the Graded 
Lessons is the earnestness of both superintendent 
and teachers. I have seen the Intermediate lessons 
utterly fail in some schools, but in every such case 
the lessons were put into the hands of the teachers 
without any explanation whatever. 

Lack of organization is responsible for much of the 
failure of the Graded Lessons in the Intermediate De- 
partment. The superintendent of the school cannot 
attend to all the details of each department ; there 
should be a head for each department of the school. 

Our school would not think for one moment of a 
return to the uniform lessons. The use of Graded 
Lessons has resulted in Bible study in the home, re- 
newed interest in the Sunday-school, with punctual- 
ity, regularity, reverence, and order following in nat- 
ural sequence.— Blanche A. Zieber, Reading, Pa. 
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The Redemption of China’s Women 


By the Rev. Charles Ernest Scott 








OW can a race be saved—socially, politically, or 
religiously— when one-half its members are 
looked upon as no better than the curs of their 

narrow, nasty streets until they become mothers of 
boys ? When husbands have such a contempt for their 
partners that they do not deign to sit with or speak to 
their wives in public; when the women never pre- 
sume to eat with the men, munching off cold leavings 
and often going hungry ; when girls are often too in- 
significant to be given names—what hope within itself 
for such arace? Yet such is the situation in China. 
And the problem is the more appalling because so 
vast is its people that every third or fourth woman 
who walks the earth is a Chinese. 

I desire to tell of a remarkable week's convention, 
in its significance epoch-making for a continent, be- 
cause it speaks surely of the redemption of China’s 


How some of the delegates traveled to our Chris- 
tian Women’s Conference, Inthe rear is the front 
gate of a typical home. At the left is a pile of 
sweet potato vines, drying for fuel for winter use. 

















women, who hold the destiny of the race in their 
long-nailed fingers. This experience was the one big 
ray of light piercing the well-nigh solid gloom of my 
first three months’ tour of my parish a tour in which 
we scarcely scratched the surface of the 
virgin heathen soil. Imagine a young 
missionary’s feelings in the midst of a 
parish numbering more heathen souls than b 


Don’t read this story unless you are willing to be 
humiliated. It will bring a hot flush of shame into 
many a life—shame not for what the women and 
men of China are, but for what we of Christendom 
are to have let these things be for nineteen centuries. 
But there is glorious brightness here, too. Sup- 
pose Christian America should catch a little of the 
fire, the self-sacrifice, the life-lavishing devotion of 
Christian China! How long could our sisters and 
brothers of heathendom stay in the darkness then ? 





gotten up and managed by the Chinese, the leaders 
being several native pastors of our section, who are 
almost the only ones in this vast province of eighty 
million people that are entirely supported by the na- 
tive churches over which they preside. On this occa- 
sion, journey and food money was provided in part by 
little groups of Christian friends back in the local vil- 
lages from where the delegates came, in part by the 
village acting as host, and all without a cent of outlay 
of our Station money. 

As Chinese etiquette prescribed that the women 
could not come except under male escort, husbands 
or pastors were glad of the excuse to bring them. 
And it really, speaks volumes that the men were will- 
ing to allow.the women to leave home for a week's 
religious conference, and that women at home were 
eager to help by tending the little ones of dele- 
gates, ( 

It was.a sight to see them, several hundred strong, 
pour in from many a mile around,—old women hob- 
bling on their tiny, crippled feet; women almost 
dust-smothered coming on donkey back. across tree- 
less plains and through stinging sand storms; or 
well-nigh racked to pieces in mule litters ; or trun- 
dled in on squeaky, greaseless wheelbarrows by 
men blackened with sweat and grime, over ruts big 
and little, past tenceless farms, over roadless fields ; 
or bouncing along in Chinese carts, ponderous and 
springless, knocking well the passenger, It was no 
holiday. picnic, no luxurious race aboard a palace 
Pullman, —coming to this-long-heralded and eagerly- 
anticipated conference for Christian women. 

The place of meeting was a big brick church, the 
largest building not only in the village, but in our 
entire field. _ Moreover, it is crowned with a cupola 
and an American farmhouse dinner-bell, Its prede- 
cessor on the same site was burned by the Boxers. 
But when the days of reckoning came, a surprising 
amount of ‘‘indemnity money’’ made it possible for 
this self-supporting church to rebuild ‘‘on a grand 
scale,’’ using real kiln-burned bricks. 

As to the personnel of the conference—what sort of 
people were these from the land of Sinim, who came 
together under such hard conditions to.counsel of the 
things of the Kingdom of God? In their once dark- 
ened intellects and unregenerate hearts they repre- 


A happy (?) heathen family where the lord thinks he can afford to have 
several wives—such as abound in millions of Chinese villages. 
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the entire nation of Korea or of Persia, 





“ There 
» envying, strife, wrath, jeal » ob and hate.” 





sented that alive-dead womanhood of China moving 
in the monstrous shade-world of ignorance and super- 
stition, envyings and strife, jealousies and cruelties, 
that are the fruitage of a commingled Confucianism, 
Booddhism, and Taoism—millions upon millions of 
women who, during the complacent centuries of 
neglect by their enlightened Western sisters, have 
been guilty of all the gamut of awful, unnatural abom- 
inations of heathenism of which the Apostle Paul could 
only hint in his character-sketch of the Gentile world; 
women who had shared the guilt of disemboweling 
sons for obstreperousness ; women who had waded 
out into the river to help drown their own mature 
daughters for rebellion against unendurable harshness 
and maddening servitude in the families of their 
mothers-in-law ; women who had consented to their 

















A frowning, leering lot of sardonic hypocrites whose 
reign over the “ Big Bitter Village’’is ended. This 
glowering galaxy of gods was evicted by the Ger- 
man troops from the temple where the delegates of 
the Christian Women’s Conference ate and slept. 


frenzied husbands striking the daughters dead for 
daring to long for a larger world and for leaving the 
ancestral yard ; women who had deliberately pounded 
the feet and ankle bones of daughters to a pulp, in 
order to bind them tighter, that brothel-keepers might 
give a bigger price for the bodies of tinier-footed 
slaves, who were thereby rendered more attractive 
according to Chinese esthetic standards ; women who, 
in the presence of fellow-villagers and local 
priests, had used the heavy, peasant’ s grub- 
hoe to mincemeat the faces of girl babies, 
and thereby avert the wrath of devils from 
family and clan cursed by an undue in- 





but where he is the only clerical worker, 
and what it meant to him to wind up at 
this Christian Women’s Conference. 
Twice before, so far as we know, has such 
a conference been held in China. The first 
was during 1906, at Weihsien, some six 
hours by railroad from us. The second, 
at one of our more important out-stations, 
called Da Sin Tan, ‘‘The Big Bitter Vil- 
lage’’—well-named, as one recalls even 
in recent years some of its heathen feuds, 
factional fights, and clan quarrels. And 
again in 1908, the year of which I write, 
the little mud-walled, heathen peasant 
hamlet had the great honor of once more 
playing host to a Christian convention. 
Each conference has been longer and 
more enthusiastic than its predecessor ; 
each more generally prayed for, and more 
careful preparation made for its sessions. 
Significantly enough, this one of 1908 was 








crement of female humanity ; women who 
had cast out even male infants to be eaten 
by the village curs, under the delusion 
that sick boys are demons in disguise, 
plaguing the house through care, worry, 
disease, and debt ; women who in famine 
times had not stopped short of selling ma- 
ture sons for fifty cents apiece. 

Out of such a pit had Jesus the Saviour 
digged them. You, at home, cannot im- 
agine the meaning of such a Christian 
conference for the redemption of the wom- 
anhood of China till something of the 
homelessness, the lovelessness, the lost- 
ness of their lives has been rolled upon 
your conscience. 

In the hearts of these particular confer- 
ence women there was an overpowering 
conviction that a knowledge of Holy 
Scripture is China’s only hope. ‘*We 








must have women,"’ they said, ‘‘ who know 
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LESSON FOR. AUG. 20 (Jeremiah 37) 


how to read the Bible, have learned its meaning, and 
can teach us !"" 

They had no money or visible source of income ; 
but, in characteristic Chinese fashion’ of those long - 
inured to penury, they set about making something 
out of nothing. Without cash they would establish 


Bible schools for the fundamental work of training - 


Bible women to teach Holy Writ to the mass of their 
ignorant sisters. Accordingly, it was a clothesline of 
no ordinary sort that a bright, consecrated Chinese 
woman, doing voluntary evangelistic work, strung up 
across the front of the assembly room during the first 
day of the conference. Each delegate, true to Chinese 
predilections, had come to the conference arrayed in 
all the glory of all the gewgaws that she could gather, 
bracelets, bridal rings, éar pendants—pitiful things, 
cheap and ugly to the last degree, at which any ‘‘civ- 
ilized’’ woman would not deign to look 
except as interesting curios—things very 
dear to.the feminine heart out here, the 
best she had, and the only absolute prop- 
erty of the user. 

Soon it was quietly whispered around 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


for the first time stepping, having just caught the 
vision of the larger life : 


t, The Importance of Christian Women’s Prayer Con- 
ference. 

2. How Christian Women should Adorn and Dress 
Themselves. 

3. The Doctrine of the Liberation of Women. 

4. Should Women Bring Their Babes to Church ? 

5. Winning the Children to Discipleship. 

6. How Ought Christian Women to Manifest Love for 
Their Country ? 

7. How Should the Family be Taught and Nourished in 
the Doctrine ? 

8. The Household’s Health Safeguarded by the Christian 
Mother. 

9. After What Fashion Should Christian Women Mani- 
fest Love to the Church ? 

to, Beautiful Characters of Saintly Women of Holy Writ. 


A happy Christian family of Conference village,—where the lord knows 
he wants but one wife,—such as Christ will make to abound in millions 
of Chinese villages. “If any man is in Christ, he is a new creature: 
the old things are passed away; behold, 


they are become new.” 


’ 32 


such as refraining from the poisonous face paint used 
by Chinese women, occasionally washing themselves, 
giving the baby at least one bath before he reaches 
adolescence, and washing the dishes with clean water, 
if obtainable, at least once a month. To fortify the 
rationale of her startling innovations she delved a 
little into the mystery of microbes in daily life ; and 
also showed scientifically the disadvantages of 
‘*«maing,’’ of which Chinese women are unrivaled 
experts ; that is, ‘‘giving birth to anger,'’ working 
oneself up to a pitch of uncontrollable fury, rushing 
out into the street, howling and screaming with rage, 
reviling the person who has aroused one's ire, cursing 
all his ancestors, and defaming all his unborn de- 
scendants. If by that time the irate dame has not 
burst a blood-vessel or fallen in a fit, she makes a 
strong finish with the cursing of the entire street on 
which the hated person dwells. 

When Dr. Cooper finished her argu- 
ment, Li Sien Seng, an elder in our church, 
arose—a native doctor, and a plain, blunt 
man. Without the usual self-deprecatory 





that if any woman wanted to give up her 
jewelry, especially the wedding ring that 
she is proud to wear upon her right fore- 
finger as the sign of matrimonial eleva- 
tion, the missionary lady would receive 
the trinkets, and try to sell them to foreign 
friends for several times their actual value 
—the sum total to be used for a Bible 
women's school, For an American woman 
to forego a long-planned trip to Europe, to 
part with an exquisite picture, or a lovely 
string of jewels, to give up her pleasure 
yacht or motor car, would be a small 
sacrifice compared with ‘the miserable 
truck’’ surrendered by these spiritually 
ill-nurtured souls, in order that they might 
dispense the Bread of Life—small loaves 
and fishes—to millions of their starving 
sisters. And by the end of the week the 
line had been filled by these gifts from 








introduction he jumped right into his sub- 
ject, to this effect : 

‘I’m telling you what you all know. 
This ‘invisible bug’ business of which the 
wise foreign lady-doctor learnedly speaks 
may be all true; they may all be there, 
but they can’t be mentioned in the same 
breath with the bugs that you all harbor 
that you can see.’’ Thus it went on—an 
excoriation, in love plain spoken, such as I 
had never expected to hear. ‘You all 
know,"’ he continued, ‘‘that when an ox 
or an ass dies, the diseased thing is sold 
to the kitchen, and you eat it. And you 
know you eat dogs and cats and rats even 
when they have been ; oiscned, and are 
not wholly dead. And when I expostulate 
with you for eating rotten fruit and vege- 
tables, knowing the big worms will come, 
you say, ‘ Did these not cost us money?’ 
And when unbelievers, fake doctors, inoc- 








glad-faced, shining-eyed women. 

As to their entertainment—the homes of : 
the village could not open their doors to guests when 
often four generations sleep in one small room and on 
the same brick bed. The only other alternative was the 
disgraced village temple, discredited by the people after 
the Boxer War, when the avenging German troops 
pulled down the mud-bodied gods. Since then the 
local deities have been given the cold shoulder, and 
the temple has stood vacant and unused. What a 
commentary on the changing order of things in 
‘*changeless China’’ that heathen headmen were 
willing to offer the village temple to local Christians 
for the entertainment of a Christian women’s conven- 
tion! To be sure, the local entertainment was not 
quite up to Western standards. The one big room 
was black with the grime and filth of years ; the floor 
was native dirt ; windows were few and small and 
dingy. The barn-like enclosure was unheated’; 
through the huge door the chilling wind: drove 
fiercely. Here, camping down on the cold ground 
as best they could, the delegates slept ; 
and here, sitting cross-legged, or 
squatting out in the open court, they 


11. How Ought Husband and Wife to Treat Each Other? 
12. Ought the Christian Church to Establish Orphan- 


ages? 
13. How Should Christian Women Treat Their Pastors ? 
14. Every Christian’s Eye Fixed on the Goal, Winning 
Non-believers to Christ, 


Two sessions that elicited much interest and enthu- 
siasm were the one on ‘‘The Household’s Health 
Safeguarded by the Christian Mother,’’ and the one 
on ‘‘ Love of Country.’’ At the former, Dr. Effie B. 
Cooper, of our station, spoke, the only foreign lady 
who participated on the program. It was a difficult 
task to tell those women about some fundamental laws 
of decency and cleanliness. To the great majority of 
her audience it had never occurred to do otherwise 
than to break all the laws of which she was speaking. 
However, she made an incisive speech that won their 
hearts. Full of genial helpfulness and loving sympa- 
thy, it mildly suggested a few not unreasonable ideas, 


At the Chinese Girls’ High School, swinging clubs to organ music. 


ulate your babies against the plague, 
using cast-off cans of spoiled condensed 
milk*from Western lands, and your babies die, then 
you turn in and join the pack who curse ‘the foreign 
devils’ ! Sisters, these things ought not so to be. 
We've got to clean up and use a little sense !"’ 

After this fashion he flayed them alive, good na- 
turedly, but very earnestly. And, amid a roar of 
laughing applause and a sea of black heads nodding 
feminine assent to his cogent logic, the doughty doc- 
tor, praying the Lord ‘to open their faces,’’ took his 
seat. It was allso strange, so novel, sodaring! From 
the moment he finished everybody was seized with an 
intense desire to speak about some particular crying 
evil. Topics were mentioned that the Western sense 
of the fitness of things would not have shouted from 
the housetops. And all left the church with new 
ideas of cleanliness, health, and ordered family life. 

Many other striking incidents of the conference 
could be noted. One impression, however, was burned 
into the consciousness of all, axiomatic in the West, 
but still to be learned here,—that 
women are worth something and can 
become somebodies. The constant 





twice daily ate their fab/e a’ hdte menu 
of boiled cabbage, millet soup, and 
immense, thin, leathery pancakes, 
made of the flour eaten by the poorest 
Chinese. 

Discussion of the themes of the 
program was carried on in a way that 
seemed wonderful to us,—so practi- 
cal, broad-minded, patriotic, and spir- 
itual Each day the early prayer- 
meeting, with church building jammed 
full, was followed by a forenoon, after- 
noon, and evening session. Printed 
programs months before had been 
distributed among our constituencies ; 
all knew the topics, and were on the 
tiptoe of expectation. Two prepared 
speakers, a woman and a man, gave 
formal addresses on each theme—one 
theme to a session—the topic being 
afterward thrown open for general dis- 
cussion. The women speakers were 
pastors’ wives, Bible women, or mis- 
sion teachers from the girls’ school ; 
and the men were pastors, elders, 
evangelists, or teachers. 

The topics may interest you as re- 
vealing the absolutely new world into 
which many of these women are now 
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reminder of this was the presence of 
the seniors of our high schools, whose 
sweet voices led the singing. Clean, 
well-dressed, bright-eyed, pure-faced, 
acting like real girls, even to the giggle 
—they were a tremendous object les- 
son and refutation of old ideas. It had 
scarcely dawned on us before, from 
the babbling, ragged, dirty female 
wretches, prematurely old, that Chi- 
nese girls could be pretty and attract- 
ive. And that they had sterling worth 
and high ideas we realized when we 
saw the intensity of their desire for a 
Christian education, What girls at 
home would think of going to a board- 
ing school if the conditions were that 
eighty-six must huddle in three small 
rooms, forty sleeping on one brick bed, 
and the remainder on two others ? 
Does it appeal to you,—this heroic 
struggle of a pitiful little handful of 
Christian women to rise out of the 
welter of China’s lostness? Women 
of the Christ-blessed homeland, what 
are you doing of self-sacrifice to solve 
the greatest problem of the world— 
the salvation of your heathen sisters ? 
TstincTau, Nortu CHINA, 
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LESSON 8 AUGUST 20. JEREMIAH CAST INTO PRISON 


Jeremiah 37. Commit verse 15 


Golden Text: Blessed are ye when men shall reproach you, and persecute you, and say all manner of evil against you falsely, for my sake.—Matthew § : 11 





The Lesson Pilot 
By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


Getting Started in Class 


ARLY this summer there appeared in certain 
newspapers the following advertisement : 


To Armon Elumbaugh—It has been learned you are 
guiltless of breaking into John Hopkins’ home. Return 
to my home at Moran, Kas., by ‘Thursday, June 8, if pos- 
sible. —G, W. Elumbaugh. 


It was said, in the paper that published the item 
as a news despatch, that back of the advertisement 
was a story of the blind injustice of a mob, which 
had forced young Elumbaugh to confess to a robbery 
that he did not commit, then had whipped him and 
driven him from town. His innocence was later 
established, and citizens who were members of the 
mob paid for the newspaper advertisements by which 
they were trying to find the persecuted man and 
right the injustice that he had suffered. 

Some injustices never are righted, in this world. 
How ought a man to feel after he has been treated 
with such gross injustice as that Kansas man met? 
Why is injusticeever done? Is ‘‘ mob justice” likely 
to be fair and right? Were you ever unjust to any 
one? 

By these and similar questions get the class to dis- 
cussing the question of injustice; then turn to 


The Teaching of the Lesson 


SrekinG Gop's HELP wiTHouT SExVING Him.—Peo- 
ple who believe in God sometimes have the idea that 
they can do best by following their own will, not his, 
until they get in a tight place, and then calling —s 
him for hel The people and the king of Judah 
were now of that sort. They had no intention of 
serving God, but they were ready to use his > 

It was a time of wrecked national life, at the best. 
For a view of the pitiable situation, read Mr. Ross’ Ist 
two paragraphs; and note, from Professor Beecher’s 
2d paragraph, that such ‘flower of the nation” as 
Daniel and his friends had already been deported to 
Babylonia, where their early experiences there were 
already under way. A simple diagram, showing four 
recent kings of Judah, is given in Mr, Wells’ 2d para- 
graph. God had, in Judah, an abosolutely faithful 
and true spokesman in Jeremiah, but the people 
would have none of him. What was Jeremiah’s po- 
litical counsel, just then? Mr. Ross’ and Professor 
Beecher’s 2d paragraphs explain this. But his lot 
was now worse than before, for the reasons given in 
President Sanders’ 1st paragraph. 

The king, teen | the people in flatly repudi- 
ating God’s will, nevertheless was eager to get the 
advantage of God’s counsel, if he could. His weak- 
ness and plight are well set forth in Dr. Sanders’ 2d, 
8th, and rot poregrephe. and Mr. Ross’ 2d to 4th 
paragraphs, he insincerity of the people of Jeru- 
salem is shown in Dr, Sanders’ 4th paragraph. 

Gop’s ANswER.—Unmistakable and terrible was 
the answer that God made then, and always makes, 
to those who try to get his help while they repudiate 
his mastery. It is not because God takes any pleas- 
ure in punishing such people that his answer is 
always the same: a hopeless one. It is simply be- 
cause they have chosen to set themselves directly 
across and over against the working of his loving 
laws ; and when we oppose God's laws, we always 

et Aurt. There is not the slightest use in asking 

or his help unless we are ready to let him give us 
his — ; and the only way he can permanently give 
us his help is by our yielding to him. Anything else 
is like the drowning man’s fighting his rescuer. 

The ‘‘fatalism” of Jeremiah in answering the king 
is touched upon in Dr. Mackie’s first paragraph. 

Yet even God's terrible answer was a loving an- 
swer: letus alwaysremember that, The des¢ thing that 
could now happen to Judah, in her state of rebellion 
against God, was national destruction and captivity. 
God’s punishments are no less loving than his other 
acts of love ; for God is love, and always love. 

THE REWARD OF FaITHFULNEsS. Through all this, 
Jeremiah stood unswervingly true to God. It could 
not have been easy to speak tothe king the messages 
that he did; but he was not in the world todo easy 
things. Even so, the storm seems to have broken 
upor him unexpectedly, whenit did break. Explain 
the business transaction that called him to Benjamin, 
as described by Professor Beecher on verse 12. What 
ee ke this arrest, and why was Jeremiah 
jailed? Professor Beecher, on verses 13-15, and Dr. 
Sanders’ 7th paragraph, make this clear. It was a 
deep-seated, long-time enmity that was now showing 
itself. The multitude and variety of Jeremiah’s per- 
secutions are suggested in Miss Lovett’s 1st para- 
graph. Jeremiah’s last days were those of a vicari- 


4 Now Jeremiah came in and went out among the people ; 
for they had not put him into prison. 5 And Pharaoh's army 
was come forth out of Egypt; and when the Chaldeans that 
were besieging Jerusalem heard tidings of them, they brake 
up from Jerusalem. 

6 ‘then came the word of Jehovah unto the pepekes Jere- 
miah, saying, 7 Thus saith Jehovah, the God of Israel, ‘Thus 
shall ye say to the king of Judah, that sent you unto me to 
inquire of me: Behold, Pharaoh's army, which is come forth 
to help you, shall return to Egypt into their own land. 8 And 
the Chaldeans shall come again, and fight against this city ; 
and they shall take it, and burn it with fire. 9 Thus saith 
Jehovah, Deceive not ! yourselves, saying, ‘The Chaldeans 
shall surely depart from us ; for they shall not depart. 10 For 
though ye had smitten the whole army of the Chaldeans that 
fight against you, and there remained but ? wounded men 
among them, yet would they rise up every man in his tent, and 
burn this city with fire. 

11 And it came to pass that, when the army of the Chaldeans 
was broken up from Jerusalem for fear of Pharaoh's army, 12 
then Jeremiah went forth out of Jerusalem to go into the land 
of Benjamin, to receive his portion * there, in the midst of the 
people. 13 And when he was in the gate of Benjamin, a cap- 
tain of the ward was there, whose name was I-ri’jah, the son 
of Shel-e-mi’ah, the son of Han-a-ni’ah ; and he laid hold on 
Jeremiah the prophet, saying, Thou art falling away to the 
Chaldeans. 14 ‘Then said Jeremiah, It is false ; 1 am not fall- 
ing away to the Chaldeans. But he hearkened not to him ; so 
yl laid hold on Jeremiah, and brought him to the princes. 
15 And the princes were wroth with Jeremiah and smote him, 
and put him in prison in the house of Jonathan the scribe ; for 
they had made that the prison. 

16 When Jeremiah was come into the dungeon-house, and 
into the cells, and Jeremiah had remained there many days ; 
17 then Zedekiah the king sent, and fetched him: and the 
king asked him secretly in his house, and said, Is there any 
word from Jehovah? And Jeremiah said, ‘There is. He said 
also, Thou shalt be delivered into the hand of the king of 
Babylon. 18 Moreover Jeremiah said unto king Zedekiah, 
Wherein have'l sinned against thee, or against thy servants, 
or. against this people, that ye have put me in prison? 19 
Where now are your prophets that prophesied unto you, say- 
ing, The king of Babylon shall not come against you, nor 
against this land? 20 And now hear, I pray thee, O my lord 
the king ; let my supplication, I pray thee, 5be presented before 
thee, that thou cause me not to return to the house of Jonathan 
the scribe, lest 1 die there. 21 Then Zedekiah the king com- 
manded, and they committed Jeremiah into the court of the 

uard ; and they gave him daily a loaf of bread out of the 
akers’ street, until all the bread in the city was spent. ‘Thus 
Jeremiah remained in the court of the guard. 

1 Heb. your souls. 2 Heb. thrust through. * Heb. from thence. 
4 Or, house of the pit § Heb. fall. 

The American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson and Sons. 


% 
Your Lesson Questions Answered 


[The references here given are to paragraphs, by number, 
of the various lesson-articles in this issue of the Times] 

Verse 5.—Had the Chaldeans been besieging Jerusalem 
long? What is known about Chaldae ? (Beecher, Ist para- 
graph, and on v. 5.) 

Verse 12.— What is this reference to receiving his por- 
tion? (Beecher ; Lesson Scenes, 3; Lovett,6; Sanders, 5.) 

Verse 13.—Why should Irajah have made this accusation 
against Jeremiah? (Beecher. ) 

Verse 15.—Why were the princess angry with Jeremiah, 
when the charge made against him was false? (Beecher ; 
Sanders, 7.) 

Verse 17.—Who was the king of Babylon? (Beecher; 
Ross, 1.) 

Verse 19.—To what prophets did Jeremiah have refer- 
ence, and when had they made this prophecy concerning 
the king of Babylon? (Beecher; Pierson,1; Ridgway, 5.) 

Verse «1.— What was the court of the guard? (Beecher.) 








ous sufferer, says Mr. Ross in his 5th paragraph. 
Light on Jeremiah’s character is given throughout 
Dr. Sanders’ entire article. 

Such was the reward of Jeremiah’s faithfulness in 
serving God. He was treated with gross, bitter in- 
justice. Why? Well, the cause of the injustice was 
the same here as everywhere else : the sin of other 
people. If no one ever sinned, no one would ever be 
unjustly treated. But the world is full of sin, and 
therefore the world is full of injustice ; and it is a 
omy important question for us to settle, as py in 

ife as we can, what we're going to do about it when 
some of this injustice comes our way. Are we going 
to act as though it were an extraordinary, intolerable 
thing, which neither God nor man ought to allow? 
We shall have a hard time in life if we do. There is 
abetter way. And that is to count every injustice 
that comes to us a blessing, something to be rejoiced 
in. That is what our Lord Jesus Christ specially 
asks us to do, in Matthew 5: 11,12. We are in good 
company when we are suffering injustice. It is the 
best company that this old world can offer. Not 
only the best men of every age have known much 
about it, but the Son of God has known more about 
it than any man could ever know orendure. If God 
lets us share the reward which his own Son received, 
shall we not count it all joy ? 





The Lesson’s Bible Dictionary 


By Professor Willis J. Beecher, D.D. 


IME.—During the final siege of Jerusalem under 
Nebuchadnezzar. The siege began near the 
close of December 588 B.C., and the city was 

captured in June, 586 B.C, and burned a month 
later (2 Kings 25: 1, 3, 8; Jer. 39: 1-2, 52: 1, 4, 6; 
Ezek. 24: 1). 

The Course of Events.—The dates given in Kings, 
Chronicles, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Daniel, are suffi- 
cient to enable us to reconstruct the history much 
in detail. The events of the last lesson occurred 
in the vernal year most nearly corresponding to 
603 B.C., the Beth year of Jehoiakim, the second 

ear of Nebuchadnezzar. In that year (Dan. 2: 1) 

aniel expounded Nebuchadnezzar’s dream, and 
he and his companions entered the public service 
in Babylonia. Possibly it was due to the in- 
fluence of these young men with the young king 
that he was so forbearing with Judah, vadah tried 
his forbearance tothe utmost. Jehoiakim rebelled. In 
597 B.C. Nebuchadnezzar dethroned him, and made 
mag seg king, but after three months superseded 

im by Zedekiah, and took Jehoiachin to Babylonia, 
with many thousands of the more influential Jews. 
Zedekiah proved to be a worse rebel than Jehoiakim. 


Light on Puzzling Passages 

Verses 3-5.—The king sent... to the prophet Jere- 
miahk;: He held Jeremiah in fear and in honor, even 
while he refused to heed his messages. Just this is 
the heavy burden on the heart of many a prophet.— 
Pharaoh's army: Making an attempt to rescue Je- 
rusalem from its Babylonian besiegers.—Cha/deans : 
Chaldea is properly the region south of Babylonia, 
on the lower Tigris and Euphrates and the Persian 

ulf. The dynasty of Nabopolassar was properly 
haldean. But it was now established in Babylon, 
and was supreme over many countries, 

Verses 6-10.—A specimen of a type of message 
which Jeremiah was often compelled to give. There 
is no hope to the disobedient. He comforted himself 
by believing that in spite of men’s disobedience God 
will carry forward his gracious purposes (for example 
Jer. 31: 23ff). 

Verse 12.—To receive his geenee there: Toattend 
to business concerning it. Interpret this clause by 
chapter 32. There was certain real estate the title to 
which was somehow involved.—/n. the midst of the 
people: The natural remedy was by a public trans- 
action in the presence of the neighbors. ‘‘ Many days” 
later his cousin Hanamel came to him in ‘‘ the court of 
the guard,” and Jeremiah formally bought the prop- 
erty (Jer. 37: 16,21; compare 32: 1,2,8ff). Jeremiah was 
then proteins that within a few months Jerusalem 
would be destroyed and Judah desolated; but that 
after many years there should be a restoration. He 
now showed his confidence in his message by invest- 
ing in real estate a few miles out from Jerusalem. 

. erses 13-15.—/rijah: A policeman who thought 
it a fine thing to magnify his office by arresting a 
distinguished citizen. ossibly, however, he ma 
have had other reasons. It may be that his grand- 
father Hananiah is to be identified with Jeremiah’s 
rival (Jer. 28). It may be that he did what he did 
because the politician ‘‘ princes” put him up to it.— 
Falling away to the Chaldeans: There was circum- 
stantial plausibility to the charge, though Jeremiah 
denied it and, we may assume, gave an account of 
himself which the officer ought to have accepted as 
reasonable.— 7he princes : Men who held military or 
civil appointments—not necessarily men of princely 
blood.— Were wroth with Jeremtah: Not particu- 
larly because of the charge now made against him. 
Their wrath with him waschronic. His advice tothe 
king was commonly different from theirs, he had 
nearly as much influence as they, and they knew in 
their hearts that he was right. Now they had him, 
and they meant to make him feel their power. 

Verses 17-19.—The king sent, and...asked him 
secretly ;: Pity the man who has so involved himself 
that when he wants to do the right thing he has todo 
it sneakingly.— Zhe king of Babylon: Nebuchadnez- 
zar.— Where now are your prophets, etc. ?: Through- 
out the 20 years from the time when Jehoiakin swore 
allegiance to Nebuchadnezzar the men who identified 

atriotism with revolt had their prophets. Their 
unction was to preach in the name of Jehovahin favor 
of the party of revolt, thus lessening the influence of 
Jeremiah and his associates who taught that the king 
must keep the oath hehadsworn. Details are abund- 
ant (for example, Jer. 14: 13ff; 26; 27: 9, 14ff; 28; 29). 

Verse 21.—The court. of the guard: That is, the 

guarded court. A more comfortable prison than the 


other, partly in the open air. 
Ausurn, N, Y. 
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LESSON FOR AUG. 20 (Jeremiah 37) 9 


Weakness and Strength 
By the Rev. G. A. Johnston Ross 


E ARE now come to the ‘‘ eleventh hour” of 
Israel's nationallife- as a people with even the 
semblance of independence. ‘The forty years 

of Jeremiah’s patient and apparently fruitless minis- 
try are nearing their end; and the gloom of the life 
of this ‘‘man of sorrows” is deepening into night. 
The last and weakest of the sons of Josiah is sitting 
on what only by courtesy and sufferance can be 
called the throne of Judah. The captivity is not only 
imminent, but in a real sense has begun. Nebu- 
chadnezzar had already, in Coniah’s day, ‘‘ carried 
away all Jerusalem, and ali the princes and all the 
mighty men of valor, ten thousand captives, and all 
the craftsmen and smiths : none remained, save the 
poorest sort of the people of the land.” For a little 
while the king of Babylon permits the worthless rem- 
nant a sort oF freedom under a puppet-king, of the 
house of David it is true, but deriving his title from 
his Babylonian master. This was Mattaniah, or 
Zedekiah. 

The national situation was one in which quiet 
submission to the suzerain’s will was the policy ob- 
viously dictated, one would have thought, by the 
merest common sense. The country was bereft of 
its best and cleverest men ; offices of government 
had to be filled somehow, with men of coarser grain, 
but weaker moral fiber, than their predecessors; 

roperty throughout the country was in the lands 
or the most part of menof second-rate worth. Surel 
if out of the wreckage anything at all could be saved, 
it was the obvious duty of the ‘‘king’’ to :eave ex- 
ternal politics alone, accept with the best grace he 
could his vassalage (which really was on fairly gen- 
erous terms), and set himself quietly to reconstruc- 
tive work, so that even yet his people might 

radventure be built up into a nation worthy of a 
Petter fate and fit to secure it! Yet what as a matter 
of fact do we find? This blind *‘ king” is scarcely 
upon his throne when he is rebelling against his 
master, who is compelled to send a punitive expedi- 
tion to chastise him. Jerusalem is besieged by Chal- 
dean troops, and the country of course kept desolate. 
a moves in and out amongst the people, his 

eart wrung with the hopeless pathos of the situation. 

An incident of the siege acts as a flashlight upon 
the utter debasement, not spiritual only, but even 
intellectual, of king and people. The incident was 
this: The power of Egypt, Babylon’s rival, had 
really been snapped at Carchemish twenty years be- 
fore. But defeat had been hard to accept; and the 
Egyptians were making a feeble effort to recover 
their prestige. The affair needed the attention of 
the king of Babylon; and, inasmuch as the siege of 
Jerusalem was a matter of police which he could at- 
tend to at any time, he ordered the troops engaged 
to raise the siege for the moment, and march out 
against the Egyptian army. It was a mere tempo- 
rary diversion, nothing more, Yet Zedekiah, as he 
sees the Chaldeans retire across the hills, is filled 
with a confident hope truly childish, and he actually 
sends to Jeremiah, and says, ** Now is our chance ! 
Pray to Jehovah our God for us !” 

Not one word of repentance, not a gleam of recog- 
nition of the actual facts of the case; only,a dim idea 
that Jehovah ‘‘our God” may be manipulated in a 
hopeful moment, and just enough sense left dimly to 
see that Jeremiah is in the confidence of this God. 
Is it not pitiful—the breakdown of mind that follows 
courses of sin, and this appalling conception of prayer 
as a means of making use of God for our own ends? 
Yet is not prayer still to many a weak but blasphem- 
ous substitute for a genuine retracing of steps, and is 
not God still thought of too often as useful for our 
schemes rather than the Master of our wills ? 

Of course Jeremiah’s answer could only be the re- 
iteration of his message, and a total silence as to the 
king’s insulting request. The aged prophet was 
living now in a mind-world of hisown. What fol- 
lowed need not be here retold. The unjust arrest, 
the incarceration, the secret interview with the king, 
the reiteration of the warning message, the reason- 
able request for, relief from the miseries of prison 
life, a request which the king, kindly enough at 
heart, as most weak men are, consented for a time to 
grant,—vuntil at least his masters the princes 
should protest,—all this is vivid history. How the 
princes did protest, how Jeremiah was flung intoa 
dungeon more horrible than his last, how he was 
rescued by the friendly offices of a kind-hearted col- 
ored man, how yet again the trembling king sought 
him out and yet again received the advice he was 
too cowardly to adopt, how when the crash came and 
Zedekiah, so long blind to all he should have seen, 
had been taken, a sightless captive, to Babylon, 
Jeremiah was forced to flee with a remnant of the 
people into Egypt to die there,—all this lies beyond 
our lessons. et to have studied it all closely would 
not have altered, though it would have made more 
vivid, the picture of Jeremiah, the great servant of 
God, possibly the greatest lover of his people, and 
yee id the greatest vicarious sufferer, before our 

ord Jesus Christ. One sees his greatness over 
against the pitiable figure of Zedekiah. Neither of 
these two men was Raturally strong or brave; yet 
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through reverence for the word of God the one ‘out 
of weakness was made strong,” and the other, not 
caring ‘to retain God in his knowledge,” suffered 
ruin of soul, and mind, and body. 

What makesa man a true patriot, a worthy citizen? 
Is it feolish banner-waving and blindness to the 
moral condition of the people, or is it belief in God, 
concern for righteousness, recognition of his justice, 
and loyalty even to unwelcome truth ? 


Bryn Mawr, Pa. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 


By William H. Ridgway 


The Comeback.—Deceive not yourselves (v. 9). 
Politics. Jeremiah urged, ‘* Vote for Babylon.” The 
king’s faction said, ‘‘ We will combine with the 
Egyptians.” So Babylon was defied, and her army 
was hammering at the walls of qonseolons when the 
Egyptians came up. Wise Babylon goes to meet 
Egypt and fight in a better place, Famine in the 
city. Unspeakable misery everywhere. The Jews 
see Babylonians move away and think the trouble is 
all over. ‘* Not so,” says Jeremiah, ‘‘ your trouble 
will all be back. No salvation without repentance,” 
This is why few men can reform themselves for long. 
The enemy does not stay away. Sam Bard used to 
swear off regularly after every spree and sign the 

ledge on every occasion. Helen Springer used to 
oe 4 herself of ‘‘ talkin’ about people’ every month 
orso. But it wasn’t until Sam and Helen came to 
repentance and salvation that the Babylonians went 
away for good (1 John 1:9; Rev. 2: 5, 16). 

The Boytown Call.—/eremiah went forth... to 
gointo... Berxjamin (v. 9). Some commentators 
will tell you he wanted to go home for some property. 
I don’t believe it. Besieging armies don’t overlook 
any property four miles out. This lone man, worn 
and persecuted, swung back to his boyhood. He 
was hungry for the old farm and its olive trees. 
Perhaps there was no swimming-pool or haymow 
calling to him, but he heard other boyhood voices. 
Boys everywhere the same poetic creatures since the 
world was. Just as Jeremiah felt toward the hills of 
Benjamin so do some of us feel toward the hills of 
Paradise. So tired and homesick here. ‘* Want to 
separate ourselves thence in the midst of the people.” 
No going home, though, until the whistle blows. 
Some men -we know can’t go back to Boytown. 
Often in many a town a muffled stranger arrives 
after dark and walks the dear old streets and lanes 
while people sleep. The poor fellow has heard the 
voices of Boytown. Oh, that he may hear the voices 
of Heaven—listen ! (Matt. 11 : 28). 

The Iron Man.—7%e princes... 
(v.15). This was the ‘‘ gang”’ which was “ runnin 
things.” The old princes friendly to Jeremiah had 
probably been carried to Babylon with the Daniel 
party. Jeremiah had been against this faction. A 
a chance to get even. ‘To prison with him.” 

hy does God have a jail for some of his best ser- 
vants? Don’t know, George. Only know it never 
hurts them in the least. The jail has never won a 
victory in all the world’s history, from Joseph in 
Egypt to the suffragettes in England. Jailing the 
prophet didn’t affect the prophecy. Things promised 
come just the same (Matt. 24: 35; John ro : 35; 
1 Thess. 5 : 20). So there is no use in getting mad 
at the preacher. Honor him and think all the more 
of him for being enough of a Jeremiah to tell the 
truth, whether you and some others are apt to like it 
or not. bs 4 ee my ‘‘kids” at Rock Run should 
quit because I make them take the gum out of their 
mouths. They are not such babies. Will you flare 
up and quit because Dr. Perkins wants you to take 
the gum out of your mouth? God knows iron men 
are needed to-day. 

Two Bankers.—Zedehkiah the king sent and fetched 
him (v.17). Jeremiah stood for religion, and he was 
treated ‘“‘religiously” ! Trouble having returned, 
*‘ religion” is pulled up out of the dungeon. Just 
like in the hospital ward, where every fellow reads 
his Bible right after a death. Please note that 
‘‘ religion” has the same old message with no favors 
nor trimming. ‘‘ Is there any word from the Lord?” 
“There is.” ‘Thou shalt be delivered into the 
hand of the king of i ag semen All the other gods 
avail nothing in the dark hour when help is needed. 
The only potent thing was that voice bottled up in 
the ‘‘cabin” in the home of Jonathan. Men can set 
up idols of gold and pleasure, but when the Baby- 
lonians come they have no help or comfort. This 
day’s papers chronicle the deaths of two rich bankers. 
One and his wife were ‘* leaders in the most exclusive 
social circles.” Then follows a list of his swell clubs. 
That’s alltosay. The other banker is D. O. Mills 
of New York, and the papers tell of his splendid 

hilanthropies. The first banker passes with his 
idols of self. Nobody weeps, nobody cares. The 
other goes with one hand in God’s hand and the 
other reaching to the other fellow (Heb. 13: 16; 
Luke 6 : 38). 

The “* Boys.”°— Where are now your prophets that 
prophesied (v. 19). Yes, Jeremiah, where were 
they? Where are those fine friends of Jack Sample 
who sneered at ‘‘ a big fellow iike you toddlin’ oft to 


ul him in prison 
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Sunday-school with the kids.” They said if Jack 
would do so-and-so things would be, oh, so joyful. 
Where are they now when Jack is ‘‘in a hole”? A 
veritable Babylonian hole. Laughing at him and 
calling him a fool (Rom. 16 : 17, 18). athe law once 

t hold of a fellow and locked him up 

hester jail. He sent for a lawyer and told him all 
about it. ‘‘Oh, they can’t put you in jail for that,” 
said the lawyer. ‘ Yes, but consarn it,” said the 
man, ‘'/ am in jail.” The world is full of false 
ee res They aor to sense and appetite. They 

ave short cuts and big promises. They offer great 
rewards. But when the day of reckoning comes they 
are nowhere. ‘Time proves prophets. ‘There is onl 
one sure voice in the world. The voice of God. It 
rings the same all the time (Heb. 13 : 8). 
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Oriental Lesson-Lights 
By George M. Mackie, M.A., D.D. 


Missionary to the Jews, and Minister of the 
Anglo-American Congregation in Beyrout 


HOUGH ... there remained but wounded men 
among them, yet would vy * .. burn this city 
with fire (v. 10), What God had appointed 

would come to pass even though the ordinary phys- 
ical means should fail or be withdrawn. It is the 
fatalism of the East, often providing a pious ex- 
cuse for succumbing to a difficulty which ought to be 
overcome, but which he regards as the barrier of a 
divine prohibition. On the other, where it is not a 
case of impulse interpretation, but there is certain 
knowledge that something is really in accordance 
with the will of God, such fatalism becomes a power 
for peace of mind and assurance of hope in the day 
of discouragement and defeat. Such was Jonathan's 
fatalism (1 Sam. 14 : 6). 

A loop of bread out of the bakers’ street (v. 21). 
In an Oriental town the different trades, such as 
coppersmiths, blacksmiths, silversmiths, sellers of 
grain, silk, meat, fruits, essences, and aromatic seeds, 
have all their own street or enclosing khan, by which 
they are known and referred to. The city authorities 
do not put up any name on the streets, because, it is 
argued, when you are there you know where you are 
by the work that is being done, and if you are not 
there of what use can the name on the wall be to you ? 

The Oriental loaf is much smaller than ours, so 
that it is customary to place three of them beside a 
member of the family, or a guest. Two may be 
eaten, and the third is for family heartiness and as a 
sign of hospitable welcome, 


6 
Prophets—False and True 


The Lesson’s Missionary Meaning 


in West 


By Delavan Leonard Pierson 


PHYSICIAN’S medicine is often bitter to the 
taste, and a true prophet’s message is not al- 
ways pleasant to take. It is a physician’s place 

to point out the disease, no matter how alarming and 
loathsome it —_ be, and it is a true prophet’s func- 
tion to uncover the sin and to reveal the consequences 
and the remedy. Many false prophets had spoken 
pleasant words tothe kings of Judah and had received 
their reward for deceiving the king, but they had not 
averted disaster, Jeremiah was a true prophet. He 
told the unpleasant truth, but it was the truth. If 
he was not believed and his prescription was not fol- 
lowed, the consequent disaster was not the fault of 
God or the prophet, but of the king and the people. 
Many prophets, false and true, are in the world 
to-day, at home and in mission lands. The false 
prophets have not the Word of God for the salvation 
of men. They proclaim comfortable doctrines, tell 
men that there is no sin ; that there is no hell ; that 
men will not suffer for rejecting Christ or for neglect- 
ing his commandments ; that there is no devil ; that 
sins denounced in God’s Word are not sin ; that there 
is no need to preach the gospel toevery creature. The 
true prophets do not make it their aim to please their 
hearers, but to save them; they do not try first to teach 
a palatable doctrine, but to proclaim thetruth. Many 
of them are despised and rejected iike their Master, 
they are slandered and hindered and persecuted like 
Jeremiah, but they cannot be silenced or their words 
changed, for or speak the Word of the Lord. Sooner 
or later, men will learn that they spoke the truth. 
William Goodell, the pioneer missionary to Turkey, 
was one of these fearless prophets. The sultan de- 
termined to stop his preaching, and ordered all the 
missionaries expelled from the empire. British and 
American ambassadors said that resistance was use- 
less, but Dr. Goodell said to Cyrus Hamlin, his co- 
worker: ‘*The Sultan of the Universe can change 
all this.” They waited. Soon after, the sultan of 
Turkey died, his army was defeated, and the edict of 
expulsion was never carried out. It is wellto receive 
no orders that conflict with those that come from the 
Sultan of the Universe. His message is worth pro- 
claiming, and his prophecies are sure of fulfilment. 


Brooktyn, N. Y. 
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Visiting the Lesson-Scenes 


What can be done to hold the interest 
of the boys of high school age? How 
can they be kept from dropping out of the 
Sunday-school? These are very real 
problems in many schools. A teacher 
of boys in Washington City has found 
that the Underwood views were just what 
was needed in her class. She writes: ‘I 
enclose a money order for the stereo- 
gtaphs covering the lessons for the bal- 
ance of the year. I have found increased 
interest and much better attendance in 
my class of boys of from fourteen to six- 
teen years since using these scenes.” 

Forty-five different places will be visited 
during 1911; the forty-five stereographs cost 
$7.50, and if ordered at one time a cloth- 
bound, gold-lettered case will be given free. 
Thirteen places visited in 1910 are revisited in 
1gtt ; persons already owning the 1910 material 
need order only thirty-two new stereographs this 
year. ‘len stereographs will be needed during 
the third quarter, cost $1.67; those who have 
the 19:0 material need order only eight for 
this quarter. ‘The August lessons by themselves 
will use four.; cost, cents. (‘wo of them 
were used in 1910, and many classes already 
lave them on hand.) Less than four stere- 
ographs at one time 20 cents each. ‘Ihe 
Stereoscope costs 85 cents. Express or postage 
is prepaid. .Orders should be sent to ‘he 
Sunday School ‘limes Co., 1031 Walnut Street, 
Philadelphia, Pa, 


IND the number 31 on the western slope 
of Olivet. If you stand to-day at that 
spot, and look off westward over the 

space included between the lines that spread 
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from it, you have before you the part of the 
city where Jeremiah was arrested asa traitor. 
Down in front of you, on the sloping side of 
Olivet, is a modern Russian church of white 
marble, with many little dome-capped_tur- 
rets and cupolas. . Beyond it the hillside 
runs still farther down into a deep valley 
(the Kidron), partly bare ground, partly 
dotted with olive-trees, At the other side of 
the valley you see a bank rising steep and 
high, with a massive wall of stonemasonry 
all along its crest. Thatis the eastern wall 
of the city. If some of the Chaldean ene- 
mies pitched their tents here on Olivet, as is 
quite likely, they saw an older wall standing 
along almost precisely the same line, and 
looking a good deal as that wall does now. 

Beyond the wall you can plainly see (and 
the old Chaldeans could then have plainly 
seen) the big, broad space reserved for the 
temple precincts. The ancient buildings are 
of course gone now; what you find there in 
z911 is just a sunny level of paved ground, 
with one great eight-sided, dome - roofed 
building near the center of it. That is the 
Moslem ‘* Dome of the Rock’’ which you 
sew August 6, Beyond the temple area at 
the west (ahead) and off at the northwest 
and north (right) the houses and shops and 
mosks and churches and convents of modern 
Jerusalem are huddled together without any 
evident spaces for streets. 

In Jeremiah’s time the city did not cover 
so much ground at the north and northwest. 
The eastern wall probably turned a corner at 
a point as far to the right as you now see, 
and ran off westward, or even perhaps south- 
westward ; a large part of the ground of the 
present northern quarter was left outside the 
old walls. The gate of Benjamin where, 
after the withdrawal of the besieging ene- 
mies, Jeremiah attempted to go out to see to 
some personal affairs in Anathoth was prob- 
ably not far from where you now see a Mos- 
lem minaret (prayer tower), near the ex- 
treme right hand limits of your present range 
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of view. When the captain of the ward ac- 
cused Jeremiah of the intention to join the 
Chaldeans, and brought him back inside the 
city under arrest, it must have caused great 
excitement. Public opinion in any country 
would be bitterly severe against a man be- 
lieved guilty of betraying his own nation’s 
interests at such a critical moment. People 
who were at the time over there in the tem- 
ple courts doubtless ran in crowds to see the 
prophet dragged off to jail. 

Use a stereograph entitled, ** Jerusalem, 
the city of the Great King, from the Mount 
of Olives.’? (This same stereograph was 
used in 1910.) 

If you use‘once more the stereograph as- 
signed to last Sunday (taking position 30 on 
our map), you can see for yourself two of 
the many ancient wells or reservoirs that 
remain near the site of the old royal palace. 
One of them is marked by a cup-shaped stone 
basin which shows just beyon the left-hand 
piven of the tall gateway; the other is marked 

y two low stone posts and an iron railing, 
at the left of the main entrance to El Aksa. 
There are a great many such wells and cis- 
terns and pits in that part of the hilltop. 
Some such pit was used for a while (38 : 6-13) 
as a cell for Jerusalem’s truest friend, 


4 
The Illustration Round- Table 


LL, readers are invited to assist in the con- 
duct of this department. One dollar is 
offered for every anecdotal lesson illus- 

tration used, and two dollars for the best illus- 
tration each week. An important circular ex- 
plaining the acceptance of material, and the 
year's lesson calendar, will be sent for a two- 
cent stamp. 

The best illustrations of truth are likely to 
be those that come out of the contributors’ 
personal experience. The preference will be 
given to such illustrations, when they are 
equally acceptable in point and effectiveness. 


Liking It Not the Test.—2/essed are ye 
when men shall reproach you, and persecute 
you, and say all manner of evil against you 
falsely, for my sake (Golden Text), Speak- 
ing of his work in Africa, I heard a mission- 
ary say, ‘* Do I like this work? No; my 
wife and I do not like dirt. We have 
reasonably refined sensibilities. We do not 
like crawling into vile huts through goat 
refuse. We do not. like association with 
ignorant, filthy, brutish people. But is a 
man to do nothing for Christ he does not 
like? God pity him, if not. Liking or dis- 
liking have nothing to do with it. We have 
orders to ‘go,’ and we go. Love constrains 
us.’’—Sadte M. Harley, Rome, Ga. Taken 
Srom The Presbyterian of the South, 


Dr. Weston’s Retort.— Neither he,... 
nor the people, . . . did hearken (v. 2). 
Once upon a time a man came to Dr. Henry 
G. Weston and said, ‘* Mr, Weston, I don’t 
believe you are the kind of preacher I like 
to hear preach.’’ The keen eyes transfixed 
him as the minister oq ** My friend, I 
hope I never will be the kind of preacher 
you like to hear preach,’”” The man went 
away puzzled, and told his friends about it, 
and marveled why they laughed.—/. 4. 
Sharp, Kent, Washington. From an address 
at Northfield by Robert J, Burdette. 


Will You Pay the Price? —/eremiah 
came in and went out among the people (v. 
4). Into one of our college communities 
there came last commencement an old man 
of splendid presence and fine oratorical gifts. 
The boys, in their parlance, ‘went wild’’ 
over him. There was but one sentiment 
among them—‘* That’s the man I want to be 
like.’? ** Boys,’? said an old professor, 
** that’s a fine ambition; there isn’t a nobler 
man in the country than Mr, R God 
bless him! But before you make up your 
minds to be like him, let us count up the 
cost.’? Then the professor told his eager 
listeners something of the private history of 
their hero from boyhood up; of privations, 
of thwartings, of misunderstandings, of losses, 
of crosses, of disappointments, aye, and of 
failures, all of which had gone to make up 
their man. ‘* You may be sure,’’ he said, 
**God needed every one of those strokes ; he 
never wastes workmanship. Are you willing 
to pay the price for noble manhood ?’’— 
Juniata Rohriack, Washington, D.C. From 
Forward, 


Seeking to Avoid the Penalty.—Deceive 
not yourselves (v. 9). In Puebla, Mexico, 
is a famous Catholic church, ‘*Santo Do- 
mingo.’’ In the open court just in front of 
the entrance to the church stands a cross; on 
the pedestal of this are carved Spanish words, 








of which the following isa translation: ‘‘ Ten 
thousand years of indulgences for each time, 
when in grace and before this cross, any 
person recites five times the Lord’s Prayer 
and Ave Maria with gloria; in memory of 
the passion of Jesus Christ.’”’ Thus man 
still seeks to avoid the penalty of sin, and 
thus the Tempter still persuades that the 
soul that sinneth shall not die.—Zunice £. 
Perry, Lowville, N.Y. 


**What About Duty ?"— Zhe princes 
were wroth... smote him, and put him in 
prison (v. 15). When, in 1865, the cholera 
broke out in Paris, among those who offered 
their services for the terrible conflict was 
Louis Pasteur, then Professor in the Ecole 
des Beaux Arts, and already famous in the 
scientific world. With two assistants, Pas- 
teur established himself in the attic of one of 
the hospitals above the cholera ward, and 
there carried on his investigations and ex- 
periments with the disease, One day a friend 
spoke to him of the work that he was doing. 
‘* Experiments of that sort must require much 
courage,’ he said. Pasteur’s answer was in 
three words, ‘* What about duty ?’’ he asked 
quietly.— 7he Rev. John Lewis, Saskatoon, 
Sask. From Forward. The prize for this 
week is awarded to this illustratiou, 


When the Church-Member Wakes Up. 
—And the princes were wroth with Jere- 
miah and smote him (v.15). I caused a 
man to get angry once, and he hit me ; went 
at me and knocked me down. It was on 
the street in Chicago, and the fellow was 
freezing to death; and just before a man 
freezes he is in a woful condition. I saw the 
fellow was freezing, and I began to pound 
him, and when he got mad he went for me, 
and I ran away and left him. And so with 
the church-members—-they wake up awfully 
mad.—Mrs. R. W. Lowe, Delevan, N. Y. 
From a sermon of D. L. Moody's in The 
Christian Herald. 


Meeting the Tests. — Wherein have 1 
sinned... that ye have put me in prison? 
(v. 18.) ‘*There’s always a hard place in 
every hill,’’ said the teamster, patting the 
panting horses. ‘*Some will settle back 
and balk at the very first tug and pull it 
gives them; and there’s others that you’ll 
see grow bright-eyed and resolute, with a 
set of the shoulders that means going to the 
top unless the harness breaks. There’s men 
and women that way, too, when you come 
to think of it.”—Juniata Rohrback, Wash- 
ington, D.C. From The Epworth Herald, 


% 
From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 
A Prayer Before the Lesson.— Our Father, 


we rejoice in the certainty of thy knowledge of 
our inmost thoughts and purposes. When 
others think too highly of us, we are glad that 
thou knowest our weaknesses. When others 
think evil of us, and impute wrong motives to 
us, we find joy in looking up to thee for thy 
reassuring word of loving uatemsentins 
Strengthen us, we pray thee, to stand boldly 
for the truth as it is in thee. May we have the 
courage of the indwelling life of thy Son Jesus 
Christ to hold us undauntedly faithful to every 
duty. We would dare great things for thee. 
Yet how timid we are in speaking even a word 
for thee to friend or neighbor! Oh, awaken us 
to our opportunities and our privileges! May 
the deep shame of our cowardice give place to 
the joy of abounding outspoken service for 
thee! In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 

After the Lesson.—A good man, known 
in many lands for his work for others, was 
much misunderstood by some of his neigh- 
bors. Once, when he had been especially 
troubled by this, he said to a friend, 
‘¢ Wouldn’t you suppose, after all the years 
I have lived here, that if I were seen slip- 
ping a note under some one’s front door, 
persons would guess that it was a note and 
not a stick of dynamite ? ’’ 

There are always those who will see wrong 
motives in what we do, But we must keep 
right on doing, just the same. Jeremiah did. 
No matter what others thought, no matter 
what they did to him, he must out with the 
truth that God gave him to speak. You can 
mark the course of his life and work in this 
lesson very simply (write a large capital P on 
the board), What was Jeremiah’s first duty, 
as requested by the king? Prayer. Then 
Jehovah made clear to Jeremiah that he was 
to speak for Jehovah an unwelcome message 
to the king. Jeremiah must now engage 
in—? Prophecy. It is a swift change from 
that to Jeremiah’s next place of privilege 
and duty, for he must now submit to be put 
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in —? Prison, But out of that prison ex- 
perience he was brought into the secret 
counsels of the king to a place of Power with 
the king, in a close intimacy that no one else 
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had. How steadily the great prophet held to 
the truth he must spook t In we as cour. 
ageous? Do we brave misunderstanding and 
contempt and bear distress in the doing of 
God’s will, or do we avoid, in fear and sel- 
fishness, the hard things of life? ‘* Blessed ’’ 
—but you tell me the Golden Text, please. 
What a strong message! Seriously, do you 
believe it enough to live it out joyously ? 


Lesson Hymns and Psalms 
“A mighty fortress is our God."* 
** Cast thy burden on the Lord."’ 
** God is the refuge of his saints.’’ 
** Surrounded by. unnumbered foes.’ 
** The Son of God goes forth to war.” 
** Who is on the Lord's side ?"’ 
** Must Jesus bear the cross alone." 
**Am I a soldier of the cross."’ 
(References in parentheses are to the metrical 
Psalm book “‘ Bible Songs.”’) 
Psalm 142 : 3-6 ( : 3-6). 
Psalm 1i9 + bs-08 (ae : 4-6). 
Psalm 143 : 3-13 (305 : 2-4, 6). 
Psalm 102 : 9-14 (204 : I-3). 
Psalm 146 : 2-5 (316 : 2-5). 


% 
Lesson Home-Readings 


(Petonmne under the auspices of the Sunday-school 
ditorial Association, and approved by the American 
Section of the International Lesson Committee). 
M.—Jer. 37 : 1-21 . Jeremiah Cast into Prison. 
T.—Jeremiah 38: 1-13 .'. Jeremiah Let Down 
into the Miry Dungeon. 

W.—Jer. 38 : 14-28 . . . . The King’s Secret 
Counsel. 

T.—2 Chron. 36: 11-21, . They Mocked God's 
Messengers. 

F.—Heb. 11 : 32-40 . . The Heroes of Faith. 

S.—2 Tim. 4: 1-18 . . . “‘ I Have Fought the 
Good Fight.”’ 

S.—Rev, 2:8-1r . . ‘* Be Thou Faithful unto 
Death.” 





| Department Helps 





The Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


EFORE THE Lgsson.—Inquire about 
the Bibles brought, or drawings made 
by the children. Help them to un- 

derstand that we say Holy Bible because 
God’s word is holy and God’s word is true. 
Sing: 
*“ Holy, Holy, Holy, 
Holy is the Loyd $ 
Holy is his dear name, 

Holy is his Word."’ 
(Carols : —— Publishing Co., 
hicago, 25 cents.) 


Or, 
** Tesus loves me, this I know, 
or the Bid/e tells me so."* 
Or, 
‘* I am so glad that our Father in heaven 


Tells of his love in the 5002 he has given.”’ 


(Show last Sunday’s picture, and talk 
about the king who cut and burned the 
Bible scroll.) It was hard work for Jere- 
miah and Baruch to write it over, but God 
blesses those who do right, even when it is 
hard. At-last the scroll was done, and God 
allowed it to be kept, as a part of the Bible. 
It is called the Book of Jeremiah (show it). 
To-day millions of people in Sunday-schools 
all over the world are reading the stories 
and messages which Jeremiah wrote, and 
they are all true. (Matthew 5 : Io pro- 
vides to-day’s lesson-truth in a simpler form 
for primary children to memorize than the 
suggested Golden Text.) 

Note.—Upon a table-top, blackboard, or 
sand-board the incidents of to-day’s story 
may be made plainer. A shallow paste- 
board box may represent the walled city of 
Jerusalem with closed gates. Short matches 
or toothpicks, or small paper tents, may 
represent the Chaldean army surrounding 
the city, etc. Include chapter 38 to com- 
plete the story. 

Lesson Story.—The king who cut and 

















LESSON FOR AUG. 20 (Jeremiah 37) 


burned God’s messages was taken prisoner 
and carried away from his own country, and 
never came back. He had left Jeremiah a 
prisoner, but a new king was appointed, 
who heard about Jeremiah and his messages, 
and set him free to go about the city. The 
new king said to Jeremiah, ‘‘ Pray unto our 
God for us.’’ Jeremiah was glad to do this, 
for he prayed to God every day, and hoped 
that the new king would obey God’s com- 
mands, 

One day the ge in the beautiful walled 
city were much frightened, for outside the 
walls were hosts of soldiers from another 
land. They never went away. Day after 
day the city gates were shut, Nobody could 

out or come in, Food became scarce. 
Even the king was afraid; so he asked 
Jeremiah what would happen. Although it 
was hard, Jeremiah had to tell the king that 
the soldiers would take the city. After 
many days the news spread that the soldiers 
had gone from around the walls, They had 
heard that another ‘big army of soldiers from 
Egypt was coming to help the people in the 
city, so they were frightened and hurried 
away. Of course the people inside the city 
were glad, and the gates in the city walls 
were opened again. 

The king sent for Jeremiah, to say that 
the city was safe, and that he had been mis- 
taken. It was hard for Jeremiah to dis- 
appoint the king, but he had to tell the 
truth, so he said, *‘ The soldiers from Egypt 
will go back to their own land; then the 
other army will come back and fight against 
our city, and take it, and burn it with fire.”’ 

While the city gates were open, Jeremiah 
started for a town about four miles away, to 
look after some business. An officer stopped 
him at the gate, saying, ‘‘ You are trying to 
run away, to join those soldiers who want to 
fight us.’’ Jeremiah answered, ‘‘It is not 
so’’; but the officer and princes would not 
believe him, but beat him and put him in 
prison, where he was kept many days. 

One day the king sent secretly and brought 
aang from the prison to the king’s 

ouse, and asked whether the soldiers had 
gone to stay. (Show to-day’s picture.) Once 
again it was hard for Jeremiah to say, ‘‘ The 
soldiers will surely come back and take this 
city ; but don’t send me back to that prison, 
lest 1 die there.’? The king ordered’ that 
Jeremiah be kept in the king’s court, under 
a guard, and told the keeper to give him a 
loaf of bread every day, although food was 
scarce, 

The princes and officers were angry be- 
cause of Jeremiah’s messages, and made the 
king give him up. They dropped him into 
a dark, cold dungeon, like an old, dark cis- 
tern, covered with mud, so that Jeremiah’s 
feet sank in the mud. It was an awful 
place, and he suffered much for ‘doing what 
was right; but he could pray even in that 
cold, dark dungeon. (Repeat Matt. 5 : 10.) 
God heard him, and put it into the heart of 
a kind black man to get him out (Jer. 38 : 
7-13). After that Jeremiah lived once again in 
the king’s court, under guard, and was able to 
help the king in many ways, until the sol- 
diers came back and took the people 
prisoners, and burned the city with fire. 
But we must save that story for next Sunday. 

Home Work.—Draw a prison-door and 
copy Jeremiah’s name, to help you to re- 
member what hard things he suffered for 
doing what was right. (Repeat Matt. § : 10.) 
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My Class of Girls 
By Helen Gill Lovett 


JEREMIAH’S ‘‘ HONOR” 


I. His persecution. Why? How? 
II. The Result. ‘loJeremiah. ‘To People. 
JII. Persecutors to-day. 


OOR Jeremiah! This is a picture of his 
life. (I had a pan of water in which 
floated arubber ball. As I mentioned 

each persecution, I pushed the ball to the 
bottom of the pan and we watched it quickly 
rise again to the surface and float serenely. ) 
They plotted to murder him, but he escaped. 
He was ridiculed and put in the stocks, but 
he remained constant. They burned his 
roll. He wrote a better one. They im- 
prisoned him in a vile dungeon, but he was 
rescued by a friend. Each persecution made 
him more fearless and more faithful to Je- 
hovah. For had Jehovah not promised that 
Jeremiah should be an iron pillar and a 
brazen wall? 

What is persecution? Has it any value? 
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What good effect had the persecution of Puri- 
tans and Quakers for our country? What 
did Jesus teach about persecution? (Mat- 
thew 5: 10-12). How did the apostles 
regard it? (Acts 5:41). According to this 
verse Jeremiah received many such honors. 
We study one to-day. Here we wrote our 
title and first two topics. 

Let us see why Jeremiah should be perse- 
cuted at this time. Who was king ? What kind 
of man was he? What trouble is facing the 
people of Jerusalem? Whatarmy is besieg- 
ing them? Was Jerusalem an easy city to 
capture. Why not? 

pon whom had Judah depended for help? 
What was Jeremiah’s advice on this subject ? 
(Jer. 38 : 2). I explained how the princes 
hated Jeremiah for opposing their policy. 
They claimed he was discouraging the fight- 
ing men. Besides, he had described them 
as as a basket of rotten figs. So they watched 
their opportunity to persecute him. 

What news is heard in the Chaldean camp 
concerning an Egyptian army? What would 
this mean to Jews andto Chaldeans? What 
do the beseigers decide to do? Why do you 
suppose they went to meet them? What do 
you suppose the princes of Judah are now 
saying about Jeremiah’s prophecy and his 
advice to yield? Why do you think the king 
sends again for Jeremiah? Do you think he 
expected to hear the same advice? What 
was Jeremiah’s message this time? Do 
you think it was easier or harder to give it 
now? Why? We noted Jeremiah’s warn- 
ing not to judge by present appearances, for 
Jehovah would raise his victorious Chaldean 
army from wounded men yet remaining on 
the battlefield if necessary. 

About this time, when the outskirts of Je- 
rusalem were cleared of the Chaldean army, 
who goes forth from the city? For what 
purpose does he go? I explained very 
briefly the law of the Hebrews about keeping 
the estate in the family, and that Jere- 
miah’s purchase showed that he believed 
the Jews would return from captivity to 
possess it in peace. Who saw Jeremiah go? 
How was the prophet misjudged? What did 
the captain do when Jeremiah explained? 
What do you think was the motive behind 
this act? What was done to Jeremiah? 
Where was the dungeon? I explained this. 
Was the first accusation excusable? Where 
was the captain wrong in the first place? 
Do you think they will kill Jeremiah this 
time? 

Who takes him out of prison? Why 
should the king send for him secretly? Of 
whom is he afraid? Who are therefore the 
real rulers? What does this show of the 
king’s character? What message does Jere- 
miah give? What taunt does he express? 
Notice the effect on Jeremiah’s courage his 
‘*dungeon-dose’’ has had. What plea does 
he make forhimself? Isheafraidtodie? Is 
he selfish? Why do you suppose he is so 
anxious to be where hecan speak to people ? 
Where is he placed? What is he to receive? 
I%xplained how meagre this fare was and 
about baker street. I completed the story, 
telling how Jeremiah’s words came true. 

Who was the one who began the purse- 
cution this time? There are people to-day just 
like that captain. They seea Christian going 
somewhere and often draw such wrong con- 
clusions that much unhappiness is produced 
for him. Have you ever been this kind of 
persecutor? Have you ever judged by ap- 
pearances merely and been wrong? Have 
you ever been mean enough not to admit your 
error when shown it? Have you ever pur- 
posely misjudged a friend? Have you thought 
evil where none was intended, or accused 
another of a slight which was only imagined? 
Idid not wait for oral answers. Have you 
ever had these things done to you? Then 
you have been persecuted falsely. How did 
you respond? Did you become angry, or did 
you continue toserve as Jeremiah did? Yes, 
this ishard todo. Only people like Jeremiah 
candoit. Canyou? And if you see another 
girl trying to speak out for Jehovah in abard 
place, as Jeremiah did, be her friend. 


HoME Work ON Next WEEK’s LESSON 

Read Jeremiah 37: 11-21. How does 
Jeremiah’s life illustrate Matthew 5 : 10-12? 

Read Jeremiah 38 : 7-14. How does God 
take care of Jeremiah again? 

Read Jeremiah 39 : 1-4. Notice the king 
and the warriors trying to escape their punish- 
ment. Do you think they will succeed? 

Read Jeremiah 39: 5-10. ‘Tell the condi- 
tion of Jerusalem, and its cause. 

Read the story again in 2 Kings 25 : 1-13. 
What is the final end of Judah’s king and 
people? 


| Read 2 Chronicles 36: 11-22. Dosinners 
ever escape punishment ? 

Write last statement in Numbers 32 : 23 
from memory. What does it mean? 

Read also Galatians 6 : 7. 

PHILADELPHIA. 


oa 
Your Class of Boys 


And One New Plan Every Week 
By Amos R. Wells 


HE first exercise this week will be the 
completion of the Foot-rule of His- 
tory (see the Times of April 1), so far 

as the initials of the kings of Judah are con- 
cerned, by adding in the ninth inch of the 
lower rule a very small J for Jehoiachin and 
a large Z for Zedekiah. Place above them, 
in the central rule, an N for Nebuchadnezzar. 
Place below the N an E for Ezekiel, whom 
Nebuchadnezzar took into captivity, making 
it blue, like all the other prophets, Place a 
blue J in the lower rule, for Jeremiah. 

Place before the boys this diagram, to show 
the relation between the kings we are study- 
ing, and have the boys copy it: 


JOSIAH 








| | 
ehoiakim Mattaniah (Zedekiah) 


Jehoiachin 


Write a letter to one of the boys during 
the week and ask him to study especially the 
story of the second captivity as told in 
2 Kirfgs 24: 6-16, and the fate of Jehoiachin, 
and come ready to tell the class about it. 
You will make sure by telephone or message 
or by conversation that the boy has the com- 
mission. 

To bring out the lesson facts write five 
topics on five slips of paper and add as many 
blank slips as you have boys in the class. 
The boys will draw the slips, and those who 
have drawn the topics will speak upon them, 
in the order of the events, rising and facing 
the class. The topics are: The honoring of 
Jeremiah, verses 1-3; Jeremiah’s prophecy, 
verses 4-10; Jéremiah’s arrest, verses Y1-14 ; 
Jeremiah’s imprisonment, verses 15, 16; 
Jeremiah’s escape from the dungeon, verses 
17-21. 

This Week’s Novelty.—Take a large box 
—a wooden oné is by far the best, perhaps a 
starch box—and fill it with earth, well packed 
down. Set in the earth a small earthenware 
jar, its top even With the ‘top of the earth. 
It is to represent the dark, underground 
dungeon, wet, foul, unhealthy, and swarm- 
ing with disgusting animals, into which Jere- 
miah was thrust. Ovwer.it: you will place a 
pasteboard box, painted gray to represent the 
stone prison. Cut a door in one side, and 
cut a small window high up in the wall. 
When you come to speak of the dungeon, 
remove the upper portion of the prison to 
show the stone jar. 

You will have placed in the ‘‘ dungeon ”’ 
a number of slips of paper, each fastened 
into a close roll with a rubber band, and 
each bearing a question on the lesson and its 
applications, Use these for review at the 
close of the recitation, the boys drawing 
them one at a time, reading them aloud, and 
answering them. The questions will thus 
come in haphazard order, and will be some- 
thing like these : 

Why was Jeremiah cast into prison? 
What must have been Jeremiah’s thoughts 
in prison? How was Jeremiah released 
from the dungeon? Zedekiah and not Jere- 
miah was in the real prison ; how was that? 
How might Jeremiah have managed so as to 
keep out of prison? What would have been 
worse for Jeremiah than to go to prison? 
When is it best to tell disagreeable truths ? 
What do you admire most in Jeremiah ? 
When might it be necessary for a boy to 
make enemies as Jéremiah did? What cor- 
responds to Jeremiah’s dungeon in the lives 
of those that stand for truth to-day? What 
will give us confidence to face any odds for 
God? How are Christians preserved in 
their difficult experiences? What lesson has 
Jeremiah for modern boys? What men of 
to-day do you know who are like Jeremiah ? 


Home Work on Next Week’s Lesson 


Read all of Jeremiah 39. What was the 
fate of Zedekiah? What became of Jere- 
miah? What became of Judah? Why did 
God send these disasters upon the nation? 
What was the great sin of Judah? How is 
that sin punished nowadays ? 


Boston. 
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The Adult Bible Class 
B; President Frank K. Sanders, D.D. 


Popular Fury in Zedekiah’s Reign against 
Jeremiah Culminates in His Impris- 
onment. His Sublime Faith (Jer. 
27,28, 2% ; 32: 1-18; 94: 8-22; 

37; 38; 593-587 B. C.) 

CONDUCTING THE CLASS SESSION, 


FTER the first exile in 597 the lot of 
orgy was far worse than before. 
is friends among the nobility who 
had frequently seen to it that he had fair 
play were gone into exile. Those that were 
eft were an altogether different class of peo- 
ple. The new king, Zedekiah, was not left 
without courtiers or friends; but the best of 
them, those whom he could trust and who 
would have given him dispassionate advice, 
had been carried away. 

Zedekiah, who succeeded are 3 on 
the throne of Judah, placed there by Nebu- 
chadrezzar, ‘* was neither master of his throne 
nor of himself.’’ ‘‘ He was a vassal, yet ever 
goaded to revolt by his neighbors and bya 
restless faction of his own subjects; de- 
pendent on a council of inexperienced up- 
starts, yet he was tempted to rebel by the 
strength of his walls ; sensitive to Jeremiah’s 
influence, yet ever urged to a different policy 
by prophets who spoke in Jehovah’s name, 
—Zedekiah was a truly pathetic figure.’’ 

The chapters of the Book of Jeremiah are 
not in historical order, but many of them are 
dated, so that we know the date to which 
they refer. Chapter 21 describes a request 
of Zedekiah’s and the prophet’s reply. Neb- 
uchadrezzar was momentarily expected be- 
fore the walls of the city. Zedekiah wished 
to know whether Jehovah would protect 
ree The reply of Jeremiah must 

ave given the king bitter disappoint- 
ment. What did he say about Jehovah’s 
attitude ? (v. 5.) What four calamities did 
he predict for the citizens? (vs. 6, 7.) What 
advice did Jeremiah give to the citizens? 
(vs. 8-10.) No wonder that the leaders re- 
garded his words as treasonable and deserv- 
ing of punishment. 

’ Chapter 34 is worth glancing at as showing 
the worthlessnéss of any profession of reform 
or repentance among the people of Jerusa- 
lem, It relates the circumstances of a futile 
reform movement. As a proof of their faith 
in Jehovah, the king and his chief courtiers 
and the leaders of the people solemnly cove- 
nanted in the temple (34 : 18, 19) to set free 
their slaves in accordance with the Deuter- 
onomic Law. The army of Egypt had then 
advanced to relieve Jerusalem and the Baby- 
lonian army had gone to meet it (37: §). 
Immediately these masters had concluded 
that the danger was over and had taken back 
their former slaves into servitude. There- 
fore Jeremiah denounced them. 

It was while the Babylonian army was ab- 
sent on this expedition that Jeremiah seized 
the chance to visit his property at Anathoth 
in Benjamin and get what was due him (37). 
As he was leaving Jerusalem a captain of 
the guard arrested him on the charge of de- 
sertion to the enemy. Despite his earnest 
denials, the princes had him beaten and 
placed in cana 

What shows that King Zedekiah had as 
much confidence in Jeremiah as ever? What 
did Jeremiah predict concerning the king’s 
fate? What appeal did he make to the king, 
and with what result? Is it pity or contempt 
that Zedekiah deserves ? 

But the leaders among the princes did not 
propose to give Jeremiah a chance to keep re- 
peating his declaration that Jerusalem would 
surely have to surrender. ‘They claimed that 
it cooled the courage (38 : 4) of the soldiers 
and of the people alike, and did great damage 
to the cause. Were they not correct in this 
belief? 

What was Zedekiah’s reply to their de- 
mand? (38:5.) Howit reveals his cow- 
ardice and weakness! Into what sort of 
dungeon did they put the hapless Jeremiah ? 
How did the king modify this situation at the 
appeal of Ebed-melech ? (38: 7-13.) 

Again King Zedekiah came to Jeremiah 
to inquire concerning Jehovah’s will. Why 
did Jeremiah distrust the king’s purpose and 
fairness? What two alternatives did he de- 
clare to the king? (38 : 17-23.) 

The king again showed his timidity by are 
ranging with Jeremiah that the princes should 
not know of the conversation he had held 
with Jeremiah. 

Sum up the conditions, revealed in these 


( Continued on next page) 
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and Telephoning 


Both Need Team Work, Modern Tools 
and an Ever Ready Plant, Everywhere 


Twenty men with twenty buckets 
can put out a small fire if each 
man works by himself. 


If twenty men form a line and pass 
the buckets from hand to hand, 
they can put out a larger fire. But 
the same twenty men on the brakes 
of a “hand tub” can force a con- 
tinuous stream of water through a 
pipe so fast that the bucket brigade 
seems futile by comparison. 


The modern firefighter has gone 
away beyond the “hand tub.” 
Mechanics build a steam fire 
engine, miners dig coal to feed it, 
workmen build reservoirs and lay 
pipes so that each nozzleman and 
engineer is worth a score of the 
old-fashioned firefighters. 


The big tasks of to-day require not 
only team work, but also modern 
tools and a vast system of supply 
and distribution. 


The Bell telephone system is an 
— of co-operation between 
75, stockholders, 120,000 em- 
ployees and six millionsubscribers. 


But to team work is added an up- 
to-date plant. Years of time and 
hundreds of millions of money 
have been put into the tools of the 
trade; into the building of a nation- 
wide network of lines; into the 
training of men and the working 
out of methods. The result is the 
Bell system of to-day—a union of 
men, money and machinery, to 
provide universal telephone ser- 
vice for ninety million people. 


AMERICAN {ELEPHONE AND TELEGRAPH COMPANY 
AND ASSOCIATED COMPANIES 


One Policy 


' One System 


Universal Service 











If any one should ask you, ‘“* What good NEW plans 
can we try to quicken the social life of our church?”’ 


would you know? 


You COULD know, easily, some five hundred ways, 
all of them good, many of them very new. 

They are told in a cleverly illustrated book of 358 
pages which will be sent to you ON APPROVAL, if you 


will ask for it. 


just say on a postal card, ‘‘I should like to see, on 
approval, the book that tells of some five hundred ways 
of helping our church,’’—adding your full address. 

If you do not care to keep the book, return it, pay- 
ing only the return postage, 12 cents. 

The book is yours for $1.00. 


Will you examine it? 


The Sunday School Times Company 


1031 Walnut Street * 


° Philadelphia, Pa. 
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( Continued from preceding page) 
chapters, which made the fall of Jerusalem a 
foregone conclusion, political and personal. 

It may have been during this second im- 
prisonment that Jeremiah expressed in a 
striking way his confidence in the future of 
the nation (32 : 6-15, 36-44). He bought 
from his uncle some ancestral acres at An- 
athoth, took the title deeds and had them 
duly registered in public in the customary 
way. Of what future fact was this a striking 
symbol ? (32 : 15.) 

Study the passage (32 : 36-44) in which 
Jeremiah stated the corollary of his assertion 
that Jerusalem would be surrendered. What 
five splendid promises did he express in re- 
gard to the future of the land and people 
(vs. 37-41). Think of the assurance of the 
repeated declaration that the time would 
come when the deserted and barren fields 
would again be bought and sold as property 
of value (vs. 43, 44). 

Jeremiah, then, not merely declared with 
conviction that Jehovah had made up his 
mind to do away with the existing dynasty 
and kingdom and city and temple because of 
their hopeless corruption, but he likewise 
asserted without qualification that there 
would yet be a prosperous future for Judah. 
People would again dwell in the land and it 
would have value. God’s purposes were not 
to be set aside by man’s wickedness or folly, 
The ‘*remnant’’ was sure to return, and 
accomplish his will. 

Jeremiah’s teaching about the ‘‘ new cov- 
enant’’ belongs at about this period (31 : 31- 
40). What was to be the difference between 
the new and the old? Who were to be the 
contracting parties in the fiture? This 
thought of the individualization of religion, 
so that the locality of Jehovah’s children 
made no difference to their ability to obey or 
worship him, was another of the great advance 
steps in religious thinking which we owe to 
Jeremiah. ‘To us it is a commonplace: to 
the thoughtful Jew of the sixth century it was 
an epoch-making truth. 


sured Fall. How did he reply to the re- 
peated queries of King Zedekiah? 

What His Convictions Cost Jeremiah. 
How did he get into prison the first time? 
How far dared the king help him? What 
occasioned the second imprisonment? How 
could Jeremiah have saved himself all this 
misery? - 

The Future of Judah Sure. By what act 
did Jeremiah show his conviction that Judah 
would be re-occupied ? 

The New Covenant. What revolutionary 
change would it embody? 


Books THaT May BE UsEp. 


George Adam Smith’s ‘‘ Jerusalera,’’ vol. 
ii, is brief but fresh in its review of these 
data (pp. 248-253). Fora fuller and rather 
clearer appreciation of the details see as 
usual Farrar’s **Second Kings’’ (pp. 437- 
456), Stanley’s ** Jewish Church”’ (vol. ii, 
pp. 464-471), or any History of Israel. The 
Bible Dictionaries, under ‘* Zedekiah’’ or 
‘* Jerusalem’? or ‘‘ Jeremiah’ contain in- 
teresting and helpful reviews. For the pro- 
phetic ideas of Jeremiah, Kirkpatrick’s ‘* Doc- 
trine of the Prophets ’’ is a very good guide. 


DatLy HoME WorK ON NExtT LESSON. 


The lesson for August 27 is from 2 Kings 
25-41-26; 2Chronicles 36: 17-21; Jeremiah 
39> 40-43 passim. 

Monday.—Read 2 Kings 25 : 1-7, the final 
capture of Jerusalem and judgment upon the 
royal family. 

Tuesday.—Read 2 Kings 25 : 8-21. The 
destruction of the walls, the spoil and the 
Captives. 

Wednesday.—Read 2 Kings 25 : 22-26; 
Jeremiah 41 : 2-10. The subsequent mur- 
der of Gedaliah the governor. 

Th -—Read Jeremiah 41 : 11 to 42: 
6. ‘The rescue of Ishmael’s captives and 
request for Jeremiah’s advice. 

Friday.—Read Jeremiah 42: 7-17. Jere- 
miah’s advice to the people to remain in 
Palestine. 

Saturday.— Read Jeremiah 43: 1-7. The 
departure of the people for Egypt. 

Sunday.— Read Jeremiah 43 : 8-13. Jere- 
miah predicts the conquest of Egypt by 
Nebuchadrezzar. 


THE Next LESSON OUTLINED FOR STUDY. 


[The references in parentheses are to articles 
in next week’s issue of the Times.] 


The Character of Zedekiah. (t) Was he 
weak, or wicked? (2) Why would he not 
listen to the advice of Jeremiah? (Ridgway, 





I.) (3) How did Ezekiel view his breach of 


Jeremiah’s Conviction of Jerusalem's As- | 
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2) with Nebuchadrezzar? (Ezek. 17 : 11- 
15. 

The Siege with its Horrors. (4) How 
(2 Kings 25: 1) did Nebuchadrezzar go 
about the capture of the city? (5) Gather 
up from the following references some of the 
horrors of the siege : 2 Kings 25 : 3; Jere- 
miah 37: 21; Lamentations 4: 4, 5, 7-10; 
2: 20-21. (6) How long did the siege last ? 
(Sanders, 3, 4.) 

The Useless Escape and Sad Fate of the 
King. (7) What was his fate? (2 Kings 25 : 
4-7; Sanders, 5; Ridgway, 3.) 

The Capture of the City and Exile of a 
Part of the People, (8) What happened to 
Jerusalem? (9) Were all the people taken 
away to Babylon? (Sanders, 6-8; Ridgway, 
4 5-) 

JSeremiah’s Later Experience, (10) What 
was his advice to those left in Judea? (42: 
7-17.) 

WASHBURN COLLEGE, TOPEKA, KAN, 





The Home Department 
By Mrs. Flora V. Stebbins 











OHI0.—I would like to have you answer the 
following questions ing Home De- 
pa it in a Sunday-school : 

How is it organized, or how do you secure 
the names ? 

Who are supposed to join the Department ? 

Would it be advisable to ask pr to join 
the Home Department who could and who are 
perfectly able to attend Sunday-school, but do 
not, simply because they do not want to attend? 

Is there any certificate of membership or 
blanks to use in securing the names ? 

What are the best ways to conduct a Home 
Department? 

What is the duty of the superintendent ? 

What could a class of girls, ten to thirteen 
years of age, do for the Home Department as 
helpers ?—B. K. 

A Home Department is organized by hav- 
ing the school vote the addition of the De- 
partment, and electing a superintendent, who, 
with the official board, selects and presents 
to the school for election those who serve as 
Visitors, ranking the same as teachers of the 
main school. The members are obtained by 
first making a canvass of the members of the 
church, who are certainly supposed to join 
some department of the school, and if not in 
the main school they surely ought to be will- 
ing to join the Home! Department. Then, 
with the co-operation of the teachers and 
scholars of the school, a canvass of all rep- 
resented homes may be made, and in this 
way a large number of names secured. 

It is advisable and commendable to ask 
every person who is not a member of the 
school to join the Department. Those who 
are perfectly able to attend the main school 
oftentimes join the Department, and after a 
few weeks, or possibly one quarter’s study, 
feel that they wotld like the fellowship of a 
class, and so go into the main school; a wise 
Visitor can oftentimes direct the thought to 
this-end ; but by all means, iffclks are not 
members of, or will not join, the school, se- 
cure them, if possible, for the Home De- 
partment. 

There are blanks for the Visitors to use in 
their canvass for members; there are ex- 
planatory letters with a place for the signa- 
ture of the applicant for membership to the 
Department, to send to the homes by the 
scholars in the school when the canvass is 
made in the homes through them; and cer- 
tificates of recognition of membership. All 
these can be obtained from your denomina- 
tional publisher, or any of the undenomina- 
tional houses, 

The very best way to conduct a Home De- 
partment is to ask the Visitors to call once 
each quarter on their members, and have a 
monthly Visitors’ meeting ; at the quarterly 
meeting ask the Visitors to give a résumé of 
the two preceding meetings, and invite the 
official board of the school to meet with you, 
and hear what is being done in this depart- 
ment, In this way you keep the school in 
close touch with the work. Please, super- 
intendent, give the quarterly report of the 
Department to the school yourself; do oz 
let the secretary of the school read it with 
the rest of his report. 

Quarterly previews for the members are a 
delightful thing to have, and the annual 
social for the members isa great help. De- 


velop the social side of the work, for and 
among the members, and establish as maay 
neighborhood classes as you can for lesson 
study and sociability. 

Lead your members to become interested 
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in missions, and make offerings for them ; in 
fact, just so far as is possible educate each 
Home Department member in the things of 
interest in the church, To this end make 
the instruction along these lines part of your 
program for the Visitors’ meeting. 

The superintendent occupies a unique po- 
sition, and in the fulfilment of her duties she 
is a good pastor’s assistant, a- helpful friend 
to the members, and a teacher to the Visit- 
ors, a co-adviser to the superintendent of the 
school, and an invaluable ally to the mis- 
sionary societies of the church. She plans 
the work, stimulates activity on the part of 
the Visitors and school, and in every way 
seeks to advance the interests of church and 
school. 

Girls of ten years of age would make a fine 
Sunshine Band, The work of these girls 
is really educational church work. They 
learn of missions through instruction at their 
meetings by the president of the missionary 
society in their church, of the work of the 
charitable department in the same way ; they 
take certain ones to care for and look after 
under the direction of their Leader, who 
works in company with the Women’s Society. 
They can carry all these ideas into work for 
the Home Department members; and in ad- 
dition can be regular visitors to the sick, 
reading for them, writing for them, going in 
groups and singing to them, and carrying 
flowers and delicacies; they can form a Sat- 


‘ urday helpers’ league and care for young 


children in the homes of the members, where 
such course is advisable, and give the mother 
a chance to get her work out of the way so 
that Sunday may indeed be more a day of 
rest, and in many ways be of inestimable 
service. Try them. 





| Children at Home 








How Horace and Kitty Helped 
By Bertha Burnham Bartlett 


II1E New Neighbors had just moved in, 
Horace ‘and: Kitty Baker had’ been 
watching ever since the first load of 

goods came, and already were’ on smiling 
terms with Mrs. New Neighbor. 

Suddenly she came out on the porch to 
speak to them, beckoning them to come 
across the lawn. 

‘¢ You don’t know I suppose,’’ she said, in 
a way that made them hope they did know, 
‘s whether there is any tin pedler or ragman 
who comes on the street to-day or even to- 
morrow? The house is just about filled with 
old papers and magazines that the people left 
when they moved away. I’m sodiscouraged,’’ 

Horace and Kitty looked at each other, 
the same idea flashing into both their minds, 

‘* If we only could! ’’ breathed Kitty. 

**We can,’’ declared Horace with convic- 
tion, ‘‘we can if— would you be willing, 
please ?”’ 

The New Neighbor smiled pleasantly. 

‘* Dear me,’’ she laughed, ‘* I don’t quite 
understand, I’m sure, but I should not be a 
bit surprised to find that I would be willing. 
Suppose, however, that you tell me what 
it is you want to do.”’ 

And then Horace and Kitty explained how 
all the boys and girls in the third grade were 
trying to earn money to buy a wheel-chair 
for Patsy Connors, who had‘broken his back, 
and could never walk again. 

Most of the boys in Grade Three had paper 
routes, and all the children—all but them- 
selves—were really earning some money. 

Thev weren’t,—and they were so ashamed, 
but if the New Neighbor would let them 
they’d carry the papers all off for her, and— 

«* Bless you!’’* The lady nodded her ap- 
proval of the plan. ‘‘1f you have a cart 
and if it isn’t to far, and your parents are 
willing, I’m sure I’m willing.”’ 

‘* The paper-mill is over there,’? Horace 
said, pointing to a building a quarter of a 
mile away, ‘* and we have got two carts.’’ 

‘*You’ll need them,’’ smiled Mrs. New 
Neighbor; ‘‘ there must be five hundred 
pounds, Ask your mother about it first.’’ 

Fortunately for both the New Neighbor 
and the children, Mrs. Baker was willing her 
children should do as they had planned, and 
within a few minutes they were back, ready 
to begin work. 

Such quantities of magazines as there were. 
Almost every closet in the house had papers 
of all kinds thrown into it, so that it was no 
wonder that the new occupant was discour- 
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aged as she tried to arrange things in her 
new home. At her suggestion, however, the 
children began to carry the papers out upon 
the back porch, where, in the sun, they next 

roceeded to sort them into small piles, each 

ind by itself; after which the stacks were 
securely tied, so that in case of an upset the 
packages could be easily returned to the little 
carts upon which they were to be transported 
to the paper-mill, 

It was dark before the last magazines were 
sorted and tied, after which both the children 
went home for a good night’s rest before they 
began their task of transportation. 

The stacks of papers and magazines looked 
formidable when at seven o’ clock next morn- 
ing Horace and Kitty began work, but bravely 
they began to load their little wagons with 
the periodicals, and then marched slowly off 
to the factory. 

It took twelve trips to carry all there was 
on that back porch, and when at last, just as 
the sun was setting, the manager at the mill 
handed the children two crisp bills in pay- 
ment for their work they were too tired even 
to look at the money, which of course was not 
very business-like. The manager, however, 
was decidedly business-like, so he had written 
out a complete statement regarding the goods 
which he had purchased of Horace and Kitty. 

This is the way the statement looked : 
The Hartman Paper Company 


To Horace and Kitty Baker, Dr. 
To o cwt. Magazines, at$.80... . $7.20 





** ‘Newspapers, ““ .5s0.... 200 
‘* Neat packing of same ....... .80 
$10.00 


Received payment, 


Ten dollars! Was ever anything quite so 
lovely? Really, wasn’t it worth being tired 
over, to earn so much toward buying poor 
Patsy’schair? Only it did seem as if they 
ought to pay Mrs. New Neighbor something 
for the papers, since of course she would have 
received as much as ten cents a hundred for 
them if she had sold them to a rag pedler. 
When they spoke of paying her, however, she 
shook her head and said of course she 
wouldn’t take a cent ofthe money, and so 
when school opened again a few days ‘later 
the two five dollar bills were handed over to 
the teacher'to be‘added to the amount already 


on: hand’; while a week later Patsy had his |. 


chair—such a comfortable one !—the loving 
gift of the scholars of Grade Three, every 
single one of whom had worked hard to earn 
the money to buy it with. 


LEOMINSTER, Mass. 








Lucky Mistake 


Grocer Sent Pkg. of Postum and Opened 
the Eyes of the Family 


A lady writes from Brookline, Mass. : 

‘“‘A package of Postum was sent me 
one day by mistake. 

‘*I notified the grocer, but finding that 
there was no coffee for breakfast next 
morning, I ate cote some of the Postum, 
following the directions very carefully. 

‘*It was an immediate success in my 
family, and from that day we have used 
it constantly, parents and children, too— 
for my three rosy youngsters are allowed 
to drink it freely at breakfast and lunch- 
eon. They think it delicious, and I would 
have a mutiny on my hands should I 
omit the beloved beverage. 

** My husband used to havea very deli- 
cate stomach while we were using coffee, 
but to our surprise his stomach has grown 
strong and entirely well since we quit 
coffee and have been on Postum. 

‘* Noting the good effects in my family, 
I wrote to my sister, who was a coffee 
toper, and after much persuasion got her 
to try Postum. 

‘“‘She was prejudiced against it at 
first, but when she presently found that 
all the ailments that coffee gave her left 
and she got well quickly, she became 
and remains a thorough and enthusi- 
astic Postum convert. 

‘* Her nerves, which had become shat- 
tered by the use of coffee have grown 
healthy again, and to-day she is a new 
woman, thanks to Postum.”” Name given 
by Postum Co., Battle Creek, Mich., and 
the ‘‘cause why” will be found in the 
great little book, ‘‘ The Road to Well- 
ville,” which comes in pkgs. 

Ever read the above letter? Anew 
one appears from time to time. They 
are genuine, true, and full of human 
interest. 





It is an incentive to hunger 
to see Uneeda Biscuit made. 


All materials are of the finest quality 


—clean, nutritious. 


The dough is 


mixed in spotless trays in a spotless 


bakery. Rolled thin; baked in wonderful 
ovens scientifically heated to give just 
the right. crispness; then packed into 

the moisture-proof packages that 

keep them fresh, crisp and 


clean ‘till : eaten. 














WOODROW 
WILSON 


is doing things in New Jersey. He has 
done much before. Do you know his 
little book, 


THE YOUNG PEOPLE 
AND THE CHURCH 


Get it. Read it. Give copies away. 
It will — your young people to do 
things for the church, and the church to 
work for them. 

Attractively bound in leather, 50 cents 
Paper, - * - - l0cents 
THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES Co, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 

















LADIES CAN WEAR SHOES 


one size smaller after using Allen’s Foot-Ease, the 
— powder for the feet. It makes tight or 
new shoes feel easy; gives instant relief to corns 
and bunions. It’s the greatest comfort discovery 
of the age. Relieves swollen feet, blisters, callous 
and sore spots. It is a certain relief for sweating, 
tired, tender, aching feet. Always use it to Brea 

in New shoes. Don’t go on your vacation without 
a package of Allen’s Foot-Rase. Sold everywhere, 
25c. Don't accept any substitute. For FREE trial 
package, address Allen S. Olmsted, Le Roy, N. Y. 





-Corn 
never spent 15 cents to; 


better advantage. Fasy, safe, 
quick, sure. At druggists’ or @ 


by mail 


Co. Philadelphia 








The Sanday Schoo! Fines 


Philadelphia, August 5, 1911 


Entered at the Post-office at Philadelphia as 
“ second-class matter ” 


Advertising Rates 


80 cents per line, $11.20 per inch, each 
insertion (fourteen lines to the inch). For 
detailed information address The Religious 
Press Association, 901 Witherspoon Build- 
ing, Philadelphia. . 


Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, for either old or 
new subscribers. ‘hese rates include postage: 


Five or more copics, either to 
75 cts. separate addresses or in a pack- 
age to one address, 75 cents each, per year. 


One copy, or any number of 
$ 1 -00 copies less than five, $1.00 each, 


per year. One copy, five years, $4.00. 

To Canada, on account of extra postage, 
the above rates become $1 and $1 50 respect- 
ively, for yearly subscriptions. 


Free Copies One free copy addi- 


tional will be allowed 
for every ten copies paid for in a club at the 
75 cent rate, 





The fajer ts not sent to any subscriber beyond the 
time paid for, except by special request. 

nough copies of any one wsue of the paper te 
enable all the teachers of aschool toexamine it, will 
be semt free upon application. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL Times Co., Publishers, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 











This is the Mald of fair renown 

Who scrubs the floors of Spotiess Town. 
To find a speck when she is through 
Would take a pair of specs or two. 

And her employment isn't slow, 

Por she employs SAPOLIO. 


Ever since there have been homes, 
scrubbing has been considered the 
hardest part of the day’s work. 


SAPOLIO 


has changed that, and to-day, every 
surface, from the kitchen floor to the 
most delicate paint in the lor, can 
be kept peeteony y clean by APOLIO 
rubbed lightly on with a brush or a 
cloth, and rinsed off with clear water. 














-Richmond’ 

















RALLY DAY 
SEND ta 


ncLapias By a "SERVICE, 


(Price Lig acopy, $2.50 =. 100.) 
FREE CATALOG AND 
MUSIC LIST. 





His Gottutals Button 
Lith _ hed in 


olo 
2c. a doz., $1.50 a 10 








HEIDELBERG PRESS, 216 N. 15th St., Philadelphia. Pa. 








EW SONC BOOK 
PRECIOUS HYMNS NO. 2 


New Departmental idea. 169 Selections. More than 
7°. composers represented by their best works, x. in- 
spiring and captivating Brand New Songs. ~ 
ment of Solos, Deets, and ag hm alone ied th 
rice of the book. $10.00 the hundred in card board. 
te: 50 the hundred in cloth board. 
Send 12 cents for a copy to- 


JOHN J. HOOD CO., iS24 Arch st. 








HYMNS OF WORSHIP 
_ AND SERVICE 
forthe SUNDAY - SCHOOL 


Published, October, 1908. 
Used and liked in hundreds of schools 
Jatroductory price, full cloth, 30 cents. 
Jor a sample copy 


The Century Co., Union Square, New York 














HALLOWED new crs'ouo 


NEW and OLD 


$25 per 106, not prepeld. 35. ie er copy by mail. 
THE BIGLOW & MAIN CO., New "ity erker Chicago 


| SHAW FURNITURE CO. 


SUCCESSORS TO 
A. B. & E. L. SHAW CO. 
MAKERS OF 
Church Chairs, Pulpits, 
Communion Tables, 
Lecterns, Fonts, Etc. 

















THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 





Sunday, August 20, 1911 
Mountain Scenes in Bible Story (Deut. 
34: 1-6; Matt. 17:1-8. If conve- 
nient, a hilltop meeting). 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 


MoONn.—Carmel (1 Kings 18 : 19-22, ty 
‘LUES.—The mouat of vision (Deut. 32 


52). 
WeED. —The mountain sermon (Matt. 5 : 1- 
12). 
THUkS.—’ rig mountain temptation ( Matt, 
: 8) 
FRI. —The monet of the law (Exod. 19 : 9 


Sat.—The unknown mount (Matt. 28 : 16- 
20). 














Tell of other mountain happenings. 
Contrast the two mountains in Hebrews 12: 


18-23. 
What is your ‘*‘ mount of prayer'’ ? 


ONSIDER the experiences of Noah, 
Abrabam, Moses, David and Elijah 
on mountains, and the courageous re- 

quest of Caleb, an old man, to be given a 
mountain toconquer, You will find the last 
story in Joshua 14: 6-15. What lessons 
may we learn from all these mountain ex- 
periences? 

But let us consider now the hills associ- 
ated with the life of our Lord. 

1. The hill on which he was tempted 
(Matt. 4 : 8). Into the mystery of this awful 
experience of our Lord we.cannot penetrate 
very far, We only know that in the wilder- 
ness on some high place he fought a great 
spiritual battle, so great that some have been 
tempted to believe that it was here that Jesus 
wrought deliverance for us, This is not the 
New Testament view, but it was here that 
Jesus began the great ministry of victory. 
On a bill. he conquered, and the devil left 
him... What.bills of conquest can we recall 
in our’own life €xperience ?. 

2, The hill on which the great sermon 
was preached. Where was this hill? Who 
was there with Jesus? (Mark 3:: 13.) What 
did he say there? How long had he been 
there ? (Luke 6: 12.) Whatdid hedo? And 
what befell as he came down? (Matt. 8:1.) 

3. The hill where he fed the five thousand 
and prayed (Matt. 14 : 13-23; Mark 6: 30- 
52). Where was this hill? What had hap- 
pened which led him: to withdraw to this 
place? And what led him, after the miracle, 
to go off alone for ‘prayer? (John 6: 1-15.) 
How many times can you discover that Jesus 
went off alone to pray, and to what places 
did he go, and at what times did he pray? 
When did he go to the desert to pray? 
When did he rise early for prayer? And 
what miracle took place when he came down 
from this hill? 

4. The hill where he sat and to which the 
multitudes came to him to be healed (Matt. 
15 : 29-31). And what miracles beside did 
he work here ? 

5. The hill where he was transfigured. 
What hill was this and where was it? How 
many of the evangelists tell us of it? How 
is it that John does not speak of it? Who 
went up this hill with Jesus? What did they 
see and what did they say? And what hap- 
pened there and afterwards when they came 
down? It seems always to have been not 
only a descent from a hill to the lowland for 
Jesus, but also a descent from calm and 
peace to need and sin. 

6. The Mount of Olives. What happened 
here or near here? . (Matt. 21: 1, 24: 3, 
26 : 30; Luke 19: 37, 21: 37; John 8:1 
Acts 1: 12.) Think of all the memories of 
Jesus which cluster around this hill, more in- 
timately associated with him than any other. 

7. ‘* There is a green hill far away.’’ Weall 
know what hill this was. We call it Calvary. 
Is it so called in the Gospeis? And is it 
called a hill by any of the evangelists? Is 
this hill north, south, east or west of Jerusa- 
lem, and how far from the walls of the city 
were the crosses set up? 

8. The hill of appointment, where the 
Great Commission was given (Matt. 28 : 16). 
Who were on this hill? To whom was the 
commission given? Was it to the Apostles 
only? And why did the Lord love hills so, 
and so constantly resort to them ? 


9g. And there were other hills (Mark 5 : 11 ;. 


Luke 4: 29). 


(Lesson for AUG. 20) AUGUST 5, 1911 





A_Very Important 





ANNOUNCEMENT 





of Interest to Every Sunday-School Worker 





will be sent free to every clergyman, 
Sunday-school superintendent . or teacher 


sending name and address. 


cation please state 


teacher of a primary, junior, intermediate, 


senior or adult class, or a superintendent. 


In your appli- 
whether you are a 





CHARLES SCRIBNER’S SONS 
Religious Literature Department, 153-157 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 














EDUCATIONAL 





BEEORE DECIDING 
Where to Attend School 


Send for catalog of Valparaiso University, Valparaiso 
Indiana. ‘This is one of the largest institutions o! 
learning in the United States. 
Thorough Instruction at Lowest Expense. 
Catalog mailed free. Address 
B. BROWN, «= - - = * 


. President 
0.P. KINSEY, = = -« 


= Vice-President 


Westminster College 
pvr NO . 
60 miles north of Pittsburgh, Pa. So-oqpeational, 
Opens its 6oth year Sept. rqth. A college 
bining Classical, Scientific’ and Philosophical 
Courses, Art, Music and Public Speaking with 
pure morality’ and Christian enthusiasm. Teacher- 
training Courses. Sub-freshman class, 

Large faculty. Latest equipment. Healthful 
and beautiful location. For catalogue, te 
R «> Box 24 


obert M. Russell, D.D.,LL.D., 








e o 
Mary Baldwin Seminary 
For Young Ladies. STAUNTON, VIRGINIA. 
11. Located in the Shenandoah 
Valley of nia. Unsurpassed climate, beautiful 
grounds and modern appointments. 302 students past 
sessions from z states. ‘Terms fie CW Pupils enter 
any time. den for ‘catalogue. Miss Weimar, Prin, 


GLENDALE COLLEGE, Glend 
veuF ounded 1883. Subarbain to Cincionatt | 
otfer as 


whom s arrangements are kde, rge 
and as liberal opportunities at ra qnoderate a cost. 
Write for catalogue. Mrs. R. J. DeVore, Pres 


Term begine Sep Sept. 7th, x 
pr 








ROANOKE INSTITUTE. For Young Women. 


Preparatory and Collegiate Wors in Languages, 
Mathematics, Science, Music, Art and ‘Hiseniioe. 
Christian influences ; carefully ‘chosen faculty. Brick 
buildings, modern appointments healthful, —— 
yo Tuition and board $180. Catalogue. 

. Brewer, A.M., Pres., Box K, Danville, Va. 


THE COOK ACADEMY 


Strong Christian home school for boys and girls. Pre- 
pores or colle 4 or business. 


H. NORT Principal ,{Montour FPalis, N.Y, 


DeMeritte School, Inc. 


815 BOYLSTON STREET, BOSTON, MASS. 
A Preparatory School for boys who want an educa- 
tion, Address EDWIN DeMERITTE, Principal 














Tae | HA D SCHOOL OF 
Ligious PEDAG aoav 
ihe graduates of colléges and theo- 
popes sree Con aa naries. , i f \ 4 
a Cour res lay workers for salarie 
positions in ape church, Senday-school and 
mission work. 


may Cousses for teoaier or training, 


Ohig | esas ee erento stots than supply. 


The Gordon ee 


Offers to Chrfecian_ you me men and women, pe ot 
charge, two yeats” training for Christian work. Eleven 
professors. Fall term opens Oct. 11, Address 


Rev. N. R. WOOD, Arlington, Mass. 


Habit Permanently Cor- 
rected. instruction edu- 
cational, ochnaitc 


S) sys- 
tematic, thorough. Natural S Speech Tau, No 

beating —. drawling, or tricks. Endorsed Phiey - 
men, Special summer classes for children. “‘I'rial Week 
Free. Reed School, 365 Hubbard Ave., Detroit, Mich. 














It isn’t the size of an advertisement in number 
of lines, but its size in suggestion that counts. 
Here is a big suggestion. Get your adult 
class to subscribe for The Sunday School 





Times. And don’t be the last to do it! 











What Place Shall the 


Man Give to Missions? 





question squarely. It 


world conquest.” 


MEN AND MISSIONS 


by William T. Ellis, will help you to answer this 


man’s job, virile, informing, suggestive, practical. 

“It is the Christian soldier's manual of 
tactics, bound in khaki cloth, and to be car- 
ried in the knapsack in the campaign for 


is a man’s book on a 





$1.00 NET, 


POSTPAID 





1031 Walnut Street, 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 


- Philadelphia, Pa. 
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